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The following pages are a collection of historical notes

vritten at various periods concerning the Town and Parish of
MODBURY during the last thousand years.

We have reproduced them word for wvord, and our omly additions
are certain dates and references.

We have kept the various accounts separate as we found them,
and the similarity of the facts gives the whole story considerable
validity.




MOnBBURY

Iy George Andrews Cawse,

My native town, thoa hast still the power

To charm ma, as in boyhood's far-gone hour!

Yeanra have flown on = "change, chaoge,” have passed over =e
Singe last I gamboll'd on thy peaceful leaj -

Tiso has flown Ly = and from the oft trod Lrow

Of the old green, I gaze upon thee now!l -

Aand, tearful, mark each aceune, &0 known, 30 true,

The very pleture vhich my memory draw.

CARRINGTON,

Azong the boautiful spots for which our native land ia so remark—
able, none present more picturesque acenery and fame of ita ancient
poseasors, than the South Hams of Levon.

Rich in historical recollections, and glowing with beautiful land-
scapes, Modbury stands boldly forth, and claims her place as having
sent forth from her tise=hallowed Burg, Warriors, Statessen, Physicians,
Lawyers, Courtiers, lLivines, Merchants, and Manulacturers.

The parish is about six miles from East to West, and throe [roa
N¥orth to South; i¢ very pleasant, and healthily situated in a fertile
part of the South Hams.

LEWIS, in his Topography, states that Modbury; called In ancient
recordas Motberia (Latin), was in the possession of Wade, a Saxon Priace
and General (of gigantic stature, being upwards of seven feet in hedght,
and of enormous strength) in the time of Alfred the Great.

RISLON says, Modbury, a place for multiplieity of suclent houses,
and fertility of soil inferior to fevw in this country.

The town is evidently of great antiquityj it is remarkably situated,

and o¢cupies the bottom and deelivities of a valley; it is well sheltered,

the air salubrious, and abundantly supplied with sxcollent water. Ib
was built in the massive style of early days, of most durable materials,
mostly atono., The door and window dressings of wrought granite, and
others of framed earpontry of oak and chestanut, with overhanging stories
both quaint and pieturesque, and extensive oflices, fitting reasidences
of poverful and warlike families. Indeed, at the preseat day, fow towna
possess 8o mony noble mansions and residences, woll built, and vhich are
occupied Ly opulent and wealthy families.

Numerous resains, in ruios, of extensive dwellings ln Chureh Strest
and Brownston Streot, existed so late as the cightesnth century, known



by the name of old walls, of which tradition is scent. lowever, to
eatablish (il possible) its early foundation, I have collected tho
following as having eccurred in the nelghbourhood, vhich, with the
faet of its rich manors existing before the Conquest, and given hy
the Conqueror to his followers, I hope will be sufficient.

POLVIELE believes the [irst koown settlers in these parta wors
from Armenia (the then seat of refinement in Asin), a country sot down
in ancient geography as nearly Letween the Caspian and Fuxine sons,
and thinka the nase Erasiogtoen ls corrupted from a word directly founded
on the pasme of the country wheuce they came.

Geoffrey of Monmouth states that Drutus, great grandsen of ~.sus
(Grecks), landed at Totnes, 1100,B.C., and ostablished a governsont
in the countiry. Also, T1,B.C., the loman Empereor, Vespasian, landed
at Torbay, te war with Arviragus, sixteon years after Cacser landed,
and was defeated in Kent.

A48, Ambrosius, a powerful British Prince, landed at Totnea with
ten thousand Arwonicans (Gauls) to aid the Dritons against the Saxons.

861, the Danea were defeated near Totnes by Ethelwoll (his ehief
residonce and palace being at Yealspton,)

875, the Danes nrrived in the Exe, spoiled the clty of Exoter,
annd wore subsequeatly routed by King Alfred.

876, the Danes, landing from thirty-three ships, were defeated
Ly Wortiger, Earl of Levon, their chief, Ubba, and nine hundred men
slain, and their standard taken at Kenwith Castle, near Kingalridge,
and now ealled Hennaborough.

e may naturally fofer from the preceding, that Wodbury contributed
her shore in the struggles that surrounded her, and was, froam itsa being
the centre of supply, its markets, faira, ic., wore ancieat, or at
least coeval with Yealmpton, Ermington, Ringsbridge, Totnes, &e¢., and
frow ite proximity to the coast, and otherwiss eligible situation, was
asde choice of by its founders as most fitting for commerce, nod [rom
its markets nnd fairs, for supplying the surrcunding country with neces—
saries and even luxuries in those early times, hence iLs woalth and
importance azong the early towns.

The Farlsh is in the Deanery of Plyapton, St, Mary, and in Stephen‘'s
reign contained a ¢ell of Francisean Monks.

Te the Abbey of 5t. Peter, sure dive in Normandy, to which it was
given Ly Ruan of Exon, dedicated to St, Gregory, and about ©70 per annum
value. It appears from Grove, that on the accossion of Henry V to the
throne, he began to think of recovering what the English had loat in
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France, and commenced war with thav country, in which he waa greatly
incited by the Bishopa; and as a preliminary, at a parliasent held

at Leiceater, in Mareh, 1414, all the Alean Priories were given to

the King, with all their lands, revenues, ke, and llenry VI gave Fengquit
and other lands belonging to the Modbury Priory, to Eton College, whieh
he founded. It was one of Lie earliest religlous foundations, and
eallnd an Alean Friory, for Monks of the Franciscan or French order.

Tradition assipgons the site of the above; adjolning the higher
part of the Churchyard. There were some remains, at least, of an
ancient edifico, with large arches walled up, and converted into a
barn, ealled Seotland, which alwoat effaced overy appearance of anti-
quity. ilowover, the two fields on tho other side of the road are
called Priors Parks to this day.

Leland says that in 1540, the site of the priory could Le dis-
tinctly traced on the north side of the chureh, whieh is most probable,
as in digging graves in the nev ground they froquently come to old
foumdations,

pugdale says the name William occurs as Prior of Modbury before
the time of ilenry II, 11350.

Vincent de Fulechis July 21, 1275
Hicholas da Causea Septs 21, Ld21
Willimm de Waryen 1334
John de Fovea June 14, 1345
John Galtovus June U, L34y
llobert de Courcey 1351
Maill ip de Furnavusa April 1, 136G
Gilbort de Rilleyo 1475
John Hychell 1385
John Hoper 1398
Richard Loycostor MOG
William Franchillon 1415
Adam Fridoaux July 13, 1423
¥illina Houselya March 18, 1430

The church avidnntlﬂr undervent great alteration in former Limpa,
as it conoslsted, at the destruction of the priory, of the nave and
part of the south aisle, so for as the Chapel of the Virgin Mary, and
a lover bower, but the addition of the morth alasle, and the continu-
ation of the south part to the 5.E. corner; and greatly beautiflyiog
the iaterioer by the Champernoun family, made the Church of Modbury a
noble and haodsome structure, once forming a portion of the AlLey of
Franciscans. It is wery ancient, the south part counsiderably more so
than the north (which, nccording to tradition, was built by the
Champornouns) it is now very bare of monumeatal decorations,
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The only one of any degree of elegance was erceted to one of the
Swoet fnmily, who died 1690, a bacheler of twenty=five. lowever, from
soveral niches and mutilated remains of atatues (especially one of the
Champernouns in complote armour), which appear to have lain in atate,
it is ovident the church was once more pompously oerasmented.

The church, no doubt, suffered greatly in tie troublesowe times of
Charles 1, and that Cromvell's soldiers lald their sacrileglous hands
on every thing of walue. They did not leave even a square of atained
glage in the windows, nor a monumental brass in the floor, but mutilated
and destroyed every reanant of our ancestora' piety aud taste,

Tradition has it that they sade a barrack of the Church for the
troops, and a stable for their horsos, and wantonly destroyed overy
objeet of devotion and antiquity.

fhis noble fane, now stripped of a great portion of its ancient
character, magnificent in deeay, was built for defence as well as wor-
ahip. Evidences atill exist of ita carly birth in the warlike character
of the south part. In those early days, Ecelesiastics were wont Lo
gird the svord as well as the cassock, and were the architecis and pre-=
ceptors of all degrees of learning then known, In those ancient and
troublesose times they were frequently obliged to assemble their
establishoents and retainers to reaist the encroschments of some povwer-
ful neighbour. The porch and parapets of the church were crenclated
or battlessnted, and turret stairs (nwexisting) leading from the porch
to the roof, from vhence they could lurl their means of defence, as Lhe
thunders of thae church by the prior, atones, arrows, boiling water; and
Wtones, beated, and east from iron slings by the vassals. The windowa
were alse guarded by massive iron bars, rendering the churches of those
early days, eastles of defence.

Suech was the state of our ancioent church in the time of the [irat
‘dward, when he caused the manor, &Le., to be vested in the groat [ounder
of the Chaspernoun family in Modbury. The abbey then exisled in pros-
perity, and receiv.d great augmentation froem the plely of its nevly
established lords.

The steeple is worthy of particular attention, boing enrried from
the base to the vane without any projection, and is a masterpiece of
conatruction, one huadred and thirty-four feet in height, the upper
part built or added (the tover being coeval with the chureh), and
supposed to have been designed by Sir Arthur Chasperncun about lid2l.

It has a susical peal of six bells, heing the recasts, im the sightesnth
century, of five original omes, which had the name and armas of tho
Champernouns — Campe Arnulphi - on thes, and which the ancients thus

euloglzeds~ ltark to Modbury bells,
iow they do quiwver:
Batter than Fraiogton bLells
vewn by Lthe river,
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The five original bella Lelonged to the abbey, and were ol Korman
origin, long waisted, and in riogiog could only be awayed; they were of
exquisite tone, but could mot be rung up as the present sot of muaiecal
bells can be, The old=fashiowed Norman shaped bells, and the mode of
ringing, exist in some parts of Prance to Lhe present day.

fhe noble old church was restored, 1850, 40, chieflly Ly the exertion
of the late lasonted Yicar, hevs Ne Uzenhom,

The parish was distinguisbhed loto dreat and Little Medbury, end
contained wany manors poasessed by aocient and peverful femilies. The
ehiesf manor was the Yaultorta, larons of Harberton, whose towering
e¢natles was Tromarton, on the River Tamar, in Cornwnll, whieh they bLuilt,
and whieh Roger do Veaunltort conveyed, with other lands, Lo sir Alexander
Ukerton, kat,, who had married Joan, the widew of lialph Vaultort, by
whom he had fissue, Sir Jamea Ckestoni he dying without iasue, Modbury
and the whole of the landa formerly granted to Sir Alex. Ukerton were
conveyed, Ly command of King Fdward 1, 1272, to Sir Kichard Chawpernoun,
a distinguished soldier of the Croes under that warllke Prince (a branch
of Lhe walorous house of Champernoun of Ilfracombe), whe marvied n
daughter of sald Joan, by Richard, Earl of Cornwall, King of the [omans,
4e. (n younger son of King John), whoso mistreas she had been, and whom
Edmund, Earl of Corawall, eanlled sister in n pgrant made by hia Lo the
anid hiehard and Joan of the Assize of Lread and ale, 12 Edward 1.

Other branches of this noble family accompanied the gallanl Edward
to the iloly Land, where they greatly distinguished themselves, and
addad to the glory of their nane.

sir Richard, for his services, was rewarded with the hand el Joan,
a8 bafor- astated, thoreby allying himsell to Royalty, and grant of Lie
Manor of Modbury, nad other lands. le was greatly favoured Ly his
noble patron, and accompanied him in his expedition into Scotland.

Carew, in his survey, says that kiehard Champeranoun took upen
Limsoll loyal attributes froa his marrisge with the daughter of the
King of the Homans, [rom o deed which he (Carew) had aeen, runniog
thuss= YFgo, Richardus de Campo Araulphi Kex. HRomanorus secper
Auzustus.

From 5Sir Richard, of Court llouse, North, and of Modbury Town,
doscended a moat noble race, moat of vhom were knights, and matchod
fate divers groat houses, ss Forteseus, Valletorti, Kitley, lawbury,
liele, lonvill, Courtney, Carew, Mounljoy, rophanm, Crosker of Lynam,
Willouby, Lord Brook, &e., from which, bLranehed abroad, lLave plantod
theaselves at varioua places, as lear, Usberley, Lartington, Bighury,
worth Tawton, &c., and who in ancient evidence are writton Canpo
arnulphi, most of whom greatly diatinguished themsn lvea in the ascrvice
of their COunLry.
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Lowis states that in 1280, Sir Richard Champernocun obtainped
loyal License to fortify his manorial residence; the house was
castellated, and adorned with tovers and outworks, strongly built
a¢cording Lo the then mode of warfare, with diteh, parapet, posterns,
and dravbridge, to reader their stronghold impregnable. They were
nssisted, ne doubt, in carrying out the works, by the monks of the
adjoining priory (Franciscans), who, according to Froissart, far
excelled the English in the military architecture of that early time.

In 15670, 12 Elizabeth, we find ilenry Champerooun, sop of Sir
Fhillip, of Court Mouse, enrolling a band of ome hundred gentleman
volunteers from Modbury and the neighbourhood, which Queen Elizabeth
permitied him to cosmand and transport to France, free of exponse,
for the service of the Proteatant Princes, and bere on their standard
this mottor Filoem det mihi wirtus — thus (Let valour decide the
cause) they were well received by the Jueen and Princes of Navarre,
but neither Fronch or English historians give any particulars of
services performed.

A noble and siogular instance of patriotism and devotion to
the cause of the Heformed Church, which will seareely find a parallel
in any age or country, worthy the great and ancient nams they bore,
Among the above was Walter Raleigh, afterwards ths colebrated Sir
Wnlter, theo a yowth of seventeen, nephew of the commander, son of
Wnlter Raleigh, Esq., of Fardel, in the Parish of Camwood, and L
Eatharine a deughter of the louse of Champernoun of Modburys ahe
vas also mother of the celebrated Sir John, Sir Humphrey, and Sir
Adrian, Gilberts (by her first husband, Otho Gilbert, Esq., of Compton),
all celebrated as soldiers and men of eaterprise im discovery and
colonization in the service of their country. In Sir lumpbrey ori-
ginated the iden of a North West passage; Lo wrote elaborately en
navigntion and mathematics, was intent on the discovery of the remote
regions of Americej his great aim to convert the heatheniah inhabit-
ants Lo a koowledge of Christ, and was the first of our glorious band
of pioneers in the spread of the Gospel.

5ir Adrian fitted out an expedition to search lor the passnge
undar Captain John Lavis, which was not successful, but the discovery
of the Stiraits which pear his name (Uavis Straits) was the result.

Modbury was highly favoured in giving the early iwpulses to the
Gilberts under the eye of their mother and the warlike Chaspsruouns.
Raleigh, also, following in their steps, made his first essay in arms,
and received the rudiments of & refined education there, and could
almoat be e¢alled o Modbury man,

The Modbury families were greatly favoured by Queen Elizabeth.
irg. Ashley, another daughter of the llouse of Chempernoun, was one of
the geotlewomen to the Queen; ehe introduced her nephews, the Gilberts,
to ilexr Majesty, who, from the nobleness of their presence, thelr



gallant eonduect, learning, and courtly address, bastoved the honour
of Knighthood on the three brothera. S5he took a great intercst in the
oxpeditions in which 3ir Humphray (particularly) was engaged, a8 the
following letter to Sir Humphrey from Raleigh will showi—

AROTHER, = I have sent you a token froa llar Majeaty, an
anchor guided by a lady (a golden anchor, with a large
pearl at the peak), as you seej and further, Her Ilighnesa
willed mo to send you word that she wished you as great
good hap, and safety to your ships as if she horsell wore
there in person, deairing you to have a e¢are of yoorsalfl
as of that which she tendereth, and therefore for her sake
you muat provide for it accordingly. Further, ahe command-
ath that you leave your pleturs with me. For the rest, I
leave it Lo our seeting, or to the report of the bearer,
whoe would needa be the bearer of this good newa, aso I
conait you Lo the will and protection of Lod, vwho sends

us such life or death as he shall please or hath appoloted,

kichmond, this Friday morning,
Your true brother,
WALTER KALEIGH.

Raleigh also, in time, came under lier Majesty's [lavour; was
revarded with the guerdon of the Pravej was knighted by ller Majesty's
ovn handa.

Jusen Elizabeth was wvery partial to Devonshire people (being
connocted with levonshire familfiea, Prince says, her mother heing of
that county, no doubt biassed her inclination)j was pleased to extol
the good and wirtucus conduct of the ladies and of the gentlesen; she
could not bestow a greater or more [lattering enconium, than that they
were boro courtiers, and a eredit and pattern to her Court.

In thoas spirit-stirriog days, when the chiefl employment wna aras,
the streets of the ancient town resounded with the wartial aound of
mafl=-clad koights, and the stately tramp of war=horses froa the estates
nod manors of their warlil poasessors Lo lwad=quarters, ready to do
battle in a foreign land, in the cause of the oppressed. Their motlo
mosl characteristicy worthy only high and chivalrous aocldiers.

The war-noto of the trumpet also was often heard; for in Edward L,
1272, we [ind {by Prince) a herald going through the country summoning
by sound of trumpet and proclamation, knights and gentlemen to attend
in arma, with esquires and mon-at-arms, the King's service into Seotland,

lHow pieturesque and exciting the scenes - a0 noble, so chivalrous,
nnd so different from anythiog we have ever witnossed - Lhe air lilled
with the clionk and elatter of the armourer; the bustle and hum of
preparations, and leave-taking of stalely dames and love—aick maldens.



See hovw tho barbed and richly-caparisoned war-horse, with reined-in

neck and heavy tramp, c¢langs through the atrents to Lhe war-cry of a
Champernoun or a Forteague, and the silver note of the clarion. There,
fira as a rogk = a tover of strength — aites the gallant wail-clad

konighty his armour coldly gloaming in the suobeam, and his plume waving
with the wind, Near him his younger fellow, with svord as yet unstained,
advanciong to his first battle-field = gayly streasshis silken and
enbroidered pennon = proudly and eager for fnme beats his heart, as he
looks on his richly-vrought searf, the favour-<token of some Loautecus
maidon.

A gollaot spoctacle! n truly noble array! as the valorous and
chivalrous aoldiers wind their way from the time-hnllowed town: esquires
vith watchful eyos, bold hearts, and ready hands, stout yeowen, with
gloaming bills and well-atrung bows, ready tc do good service in the
bloody strife so prevalent ino those early times.

Sir arthur Champernoun, brother of the above Ilenry, was an emminent
commander in the Irish wars. Was knighted for his walour and good con=
duet there by the Earl of Fssex, and added greatly to the Lonour of his
DAL «

sir kichard Chasperncun, eldest brother to Arthur and llenry, married
a daughter of Chiefl Justice Popham; (Lord Campbell, the present Lord
Chancellor, states, in his LIVES OF TIUE CHIEF JUSTICES, that Sir John
Popham, in his younger days, was the intimate and constant associate of
thoe most profligate and desperate characters, in company with whom he
obtaioed his living by robbing travellers of their waluablea at Shooter's
iill and elseowhere. Sir Richard marrying a daughter of Popliam, makes
one think they wore birds of a feathor; for tradition says the Chaupernouns
were not very particular, and were guilty of similar practices.) and by
his splendid retinue and sumptuous wvay of living, greatly exhausted his
estate. Their tastes for musiec, espoclally singing (according Lo
tradition}, was reamarkable, being thomselves great proficisnts, and
viieh was, in many cases very disastrous to theam. For in Edward 1,
during- the war with Scotland (Miss Porter states that), one of the
Champornouns boing Governor of Ayr, was surprised by WALLACE while giving
a copcert to his officers and friends, and the whole were destroyed Ly
fire and sword. Te earry out their propensity, they did not scruple at
outilating the boys of the choir (to retain their primitive voices).
And in Queen Elizabeth's reign, 5ir Richard boing at Court with a host
of attondants and his aplendid band, attended ller Majesty on her plensure
tripa; at which she was greatly delipghted, and begged Sir Richard that
when he left for the West he would leave his musle with her. Sir kichard
told lier Majosty he was sorry he could not oblige her, as it was a fancy
of his, and he hoped ahe would allov him to indulge in ity which so
groatly incensed ller Majesty, that ahe sought by every means to ahow her
resentaenty and on ita belng intisated to har the means made use of
with the slogers; she ordered noticns to be Lrought agalost Sir Kichard,
which cost him twenty five manors of land, and greatly reduced the familyj
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Lut Sir Richard dying without issuc, the remainder of the estates

cazme to his brother, Sir Arthur, who, on his return from the wars,
settled at the ancient residence, and, by a happy marriage (with Amy,
heiress of Joha Cruckern of Childhay), did In some measurs reatore

the same, Sir Arthur was not omly skilled io the art of war, but in
many other ingenious arts, particularly architecture, as may be infer-
red from a modol of a pleasure=house for the Uartington lmprovemsnts,
which Mr, Carew tells us (in his survey) he had from him, and where
this author i pleased to bestow this character of him, that he was

a porfectly accomplished geptleman. He died at Wodbury, aod lics
interred among his ancestors there, without any furneral monusent,
about the baginning of the reign of James 1, the family holding Modbury
more thas [ive bundred years.

This moble and wealthy family, in Henry IY'as reign, possessed no
leas than twenty=four knights fees in Cornwall, besides what he had
in Devong when, in Kiog Henry 1V, Champernoun of Modbury, was no less
than £300. {in the subsidy booky and in Henry VII waa poascasor of
twenty-seven manors of land.

The noble Palace Court=house, the princely residonce of the
Champernouns, in Modbury, was a magnificent structure (its aites, the
upper part of Church Strect)s it was castellated in the 13th eentury
by royal llcence, and fltted up with that splendour as it made a
marvel to behold, and of which searcely a vestige remaina,

Ia its noble halls rovalty were entertained, princea Teaaied, and
bards sangj and scenes of the greatest splendour and revelry wers
opacted by the once poverful fasily.

SHOLLET tells us, that the King of the Howmans resided in those
parts, but does pnot state where particularly: probably at Kingston
and gave the paze of Kingatown to the place.

CAMDEN states, that Hichard rlantagenet, King of the Homans, Lhe
father of the first Lady Champernoun, of Modbury, waas the richest
prince in Furope (the revenues at that time, from the colnnge of tim,
&c., being enorsous), and that he was a powerful, religious, waliant,
and prudent prioce.

lig was crowned Kipg of the Homans at Alx=la=Chapelle;, in 1257;
chosen uoanimously by the eloctors and princes of Germany, and by
the sacred Roman eampire. The electors (needy) knowing he was wenlthy,
and anxious to be elected, well flecced him. The folloving werse was
made on his having purchased his way to the dignityi= My sonoy wedded
Corovall unto Reme. Again, he was obliged to spend the golden oil to
maintain the light of his imperial lamps.

ifis residence im Cornwall was at Tintagel on a peninsula, at the
end of a lofty hillj with posterns of iron, gatea of brass, dravbridge



(seen in Lelnnd's time, 1330),; and every appliauce to render the
nocient castle of the Earls of Corowall fmpregnable. llere the Kings
of the Romans lived in regal splendour, and his son Edmund after him.
Dut after Hdmund's death the castle was soon meglecied, nnd what was
once 80 noble, soon becmme a heap of ruins:=

0o a steep rock, withio a wiodlog bay,
A castle stood, surrounded by the seay
Ite thunder shook around the trembling hill:
Tintagel of old "twas call'd = pow, Tintagel,

SPEEL says, to be elected and crowned King of the Homans was Lhe
anciont mode of providing an emperor elect, or heir apparent to the
eapire of lowe, and required great abllity, wealth, and influence, to
e made Homan Emperors

LEWIS states, that during the wars between Charles] and his
parliament, the noble resldence of Court-house was stormed and taken,
vith great slaughter, by parliasentary soldiers froas Flysouth and a
company of club men.

In February, L6440, HSir Nicholas Stanning surrounded the castle
with two thousand royalist soldiers, to prevent, il poasible, further
destructionj but ho was attacked with terrible ispetucsity by the club
men;, and after o sovere engagesont of seaveral hours, the Rovaliats
vere complote routed, and almoat all cut wp. The destruction from
asspult and plunder to the venerable plle and surroundiog works were
degmed irreparable, 80 that the palace of the once mlghty Chaspernouns
in Modbury scon [ell into decay.

The Dartington branch is all that remains of this once noble and
anclent house; tholr possession of which is as follows:-

Uo the suppreasion of religlous houses ia Uenry VIIIl's time, one
of the Champerncuns (Sir Philip, of Modbury loeuse), then great al court,
soeing some courtiers on their knees to the King, begging something,
and thinking they would not ask anything to their prejudice, koeeled
among them. Their suit beiwg seon granted, they denied Champerhoun
any share of the boon, seayiog, he did not belong to their Company. He
appealed Lo the King, whether he was included in the Royal Hounty;
when tHeory declarad he was, and granted him the Abbey of Polatro, near
Exeter, which Sir Fhilip geve to his youngest son, Sir Arthur, who
exchanged it soon after with a gentleman named Aylsworth, of London,
for the more noble seat of Lartington, pear Totness, where they contioue
to reside in the noble and ascieot house; on a rich apd extenalve dowmain,
greaatly beloved be all around; dispensing benpefits with a liberal handj
attending particularly to the wanots of the poor and labourers on the
eatate, in the coafort of sultable reaidences; and great attention by
the ladiea of the fawily in sickness and provision for the aged in

10



cottagea io the style of almashouseas, designed and carried out by the
late venerable irchdeacon Froude, Rector of Dartioglon and Lord of
Edmonton, in our own parish, under vhose able direction the late worthy
owner greatly improved his estate; and partially restored the anclent
roaidence; was also erecting a church, to accommodate his distant
tenantry (the ancient church beiog o great distance from some parts

of the parish), two columns of which were exhibited at the Universal
Exhibition in Hyde Park, London, 1851y they were boautiful specimens

of marble, the produce of his own domain, and exquisite specimena of
art, and attracted universal attention; the prosecution of which was
suspended for a time by the death of the noble proprietor, who died in
Lendoo while in attendance on the Exhibition, in all the pride of youth,
loaving a muserous family Lo deplore his loasa.

The extinction of the old stock of Champernouns of Ilfracombe I
hare fnsert for the gratification of thoe curiousi—

Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of the late Sir william (whom
Prince, in his WORTIHIES OF LEVON, ealloth a frolie lady), wedded thres
days after her father's death to William Fologlass, and had a son and
daughter - Richard, an idiot, and Margaret. Poleglass dying, Elizabeth
remarried to John Sergeaux within tvo days of his death. Richard
Foleglasa, her son, dying of the plague at an abbey in Yorkshire, where
Le was privately conveyed, his sister Margaret bocase holross, and
married Sir John llearle, who bocame posssssed of nll the Champerpoun's
inheritance about 1316; and, after numerous doscents, becnme attainder
te tha Crown,

LITTLE MOLDURY, in Henry III'as reign, was the dwelling of Sir
talph de 1ln Rouse (or Halph the Hed). OF this race was 5ir liobert
de Kouse, a valiant eaptain in Cherbourg, im Richard II's reign, and
vhose ancient name inherited the land for many generations, It is now
divided into several small catates, possessed by different owners,

YARNACOMBE, the dwelling of the De la llarta until of late years,
vhen it was purchased by Willinm Mackworth Praid, Eeq.

BHUBNSTUN was, in Honry III's reign, the property of Ralph de
Morvel (being given him by Reginald de Valletert, Lord of Modbury),
vhose son, Adam de Morvel, granted it to Baldwin de Waylord, who gave
it to the Albbey of DBuckfastleigh, and is mow broken up inte small faras,
and eccupled by different persons.

URCHANTON, a wory ancient seat and manor; formerly the residence
of considerable families of that name, until about 1176, when the Lady
LOROTHY ORCIARTON, heiress of that ancleat name and maner, brought it
and other lands by marriage to llerden Prideaux, son of Nicholas, Lord
of Prideaux;, io Cornwanll.

PAGAKUS IE PRIDEAUN was Lord of PFridenux Castle, in Cornwall, where
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ho resided before thoe Normao Cooquoests In 1169, Nicholas, Lord of
Pridesux, ¢ying, left his lands in Devon, which be greatly iucreased
by marryiong the heiress of Orcharton, the Lady lLorothy. His descend-
ant, Sir John Prideaux; of Orcbarton, who killed his kinsmaun, Sir
Willinm Biglury, at Five Crosses, near Modbury, to obtain his pardon,
parted witih the manors of Culw John, Newton. Popplesford, llalcoamb
lwan, Godford, Storkioghead, and Connloghambhead; yet left Urcharton
and Allington to his aon, which continued for thirteen descendants,
and now belongs to John Fulteel, Esq., of Fleet,

OLDAIORT, o most ancient manor and residence, vear Orcharton.
In eldor ages it was a castle of defence, and had inhabitants of the
name, and of great repute. The place was called formerly Le la Port,
and is now the property of Lord Ashburton. Many ancient spear or
arrov heads have been found on the gounds, and are now in the possession
of Ur, Poarse, Lhe present occupler,.

EVMENTON had anciently lords of that name, The last of the family
left Alice, who waas married to William le Rouse, second son of Halph
le House, of Little Modlury, The property nov belongs Lo K. Froud,
Esfe, 800 of the late Yenerable Archdeaconm k. . Froude, Kector of
Unrtington, in whose family it has been for many descenls.

EAST AND WEST LEIGH, formerly Lefigh Challons. The first of Lhat
name was iardewious, son of Earl Challons, vho married the Lady Florence
Leigh, the lady of the land; of whose family woere divers kalghts.
after divers descents, this land fell avay by females in marriage Lo
sir John 5t, Aubin, lennis of Combraleigh, and Reginald Trethurf, and
is now in the possession of many saall farmers. llenry Challons, of
this house, made a voyage with Sir Walter Raleigh for the discovery
of virginie and New Fngland, and was inbumanly handled by the Spaniards.

SHILSTON, or shilwverston according teo PRINCE, the lands and
dwelling of John de Shilverston, whose daughter, Eleanor, sarried to
Sir nichard Branchelim; secondly, to Joha de Ashley. The sald Richard
had issue = Joan, married to Sir Richard liulsh, whose som, Sir lichard,
in Edward l's reign, did contend with the sald John Ashley For the said
lands. Afterwards, Hobert Hille, the judge, settled hias dwelling here
until 1614, when the estates were purchased by the elder branch of the
Savery's, who wore merchants of Totnes, possessed of considerable
woalth, and of great antiquity; im whose [amily it still remains.
RISLON saye, the Saverys were orijioally froam Brittany, and lived at
Willing (thelr country seat), in the parish of Hattery. Ulvers descents
enjoyed falr possesalon, and are allied to worshipful Houses.

Christopher Savery was made a Knight Banver in (ueen Elizabeth's
reign, ile warrled o descendant (sole helress of the lands) of Williaa
Servington, Esq., vho was Sheriff of Levon, 40 Edward III. In 1014,
his son, Christepher savery, purchased Shilston of Rolerti lills, Eeq.,
and Edward, his son., Charles Savery was Sheriff of Levon, 18 James 1.,
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hia aon, Charles Savery, was colooel of a regimeot of Foot in the
Parlissentary army, time of Charles 1, and paid his quota, E£30 a month,
tovards the maintenance of the forces; as appears by receipts nov in
existonces. In the eighteenth century, Christopher Savery, Eaf., built
o nev, commodious house oo the estate, Tradition states, that the old
house at Shilaton was a splendid specimen of the Baronial stiyle, and
that its ooble hall, and minstrel gallery, and extensive of [ices, wera
quite in keopiog with the requirements of the powerful and warlike
familioa that formerly were its possessors.

TRAIN, originally the seat of a family named Scoos, whose name
became extinot about llenry VIII's reign, when the Swete family (an
anctient race from Upperton; im South Mitton), acquired it be descent,
and became comnpbected with the llelea, Saverys, Champernouns, and Archers
of Corowall, It continued in the name lor numerous descents until
1771, when it Lecame the property of the Rev. John Tripe. of Ashburton,
by eatail, and who assumed the name of Sweet.

Train llouse is pleasantly situwated; and comannds a delightful
prospect of the towva and surrounding country., The Swetes have been
great benefactors Lo the town and parish. Ia 1684, John Swete, Eaq.,
gave the ground whereon the almshouses were built, top of Galpin-Street;
and in 1708 Adrian Swete built the best conduit in Brovnston=Streot,
te vhich the prinecipal supply of water (then lately purchased) was cone
veyed; he also, Ly will, bequeathed £40, to parchase a handsome sflver
flagon (gilt), now constantly used at the Comsunion. The estata wns
purc¢hased in 1853 by John Andrews, Feq., whose ancesters were residents
of Modbury for many descents, and of great repute.

WIMPFSTON. This manor, Burke states, was granted to 5ir Hichard
de Fort, a person of extraordinary strength and courage, and a distin-
guished soldier, who accompanied Williaa, Duke of Normandy, in his
expedition to England; bearing a strongz shield before the Duke at the
battle of llnstings, against King llarold, he was exposed to great danger
(having three horses killed under him), greatly contrilbuted to his
master's preservaticn, From that signal event were assumed the name
and motto of the fomily: the word scutum in Latin, and e'scue in Fronch
(a shield), being added to Fort, composes the name of Fortescuej and
the motto, Forte scutum salus ducusm (n strong buckler is the safeguard
of the leader). In this battle his son, Sir Adam, wns likewise a
prineipal commander, and behaved so well, that for the good services
his father and he had done, the Conqueror gave him Wimpaton, or, anciently,
Wimondestan, in the parish of Modbury, with dlvers other landa in Devon-
shire, which were confiresed by charter, the l0th John, to Sir John
Fortescue,

Numerous acioms of this noble house are branched abroad, which
have produced many worthy personages, whose names (as lollinshed has it)
are deduced from the strength of their shields. This tribe, anccording
te Frince, have been famous for feats of arms and justice. Sir Henry

13



Fortoscus was a worthy commander under the fllustricus King llanry V,

who made him Gowernor of MEAUX, in Derry. Another, Sir llenry, Lord
Chiof Juastice of Ireland (from 10 Heary VI to the death of that momarch),
and many other waliant and honourable men, worthy ancestora of the
illustrioas house of Fortescus, of Castle [[i11]l in Devon, and Ebrington,
in Glowcsatershire. From the reign of Elizabeth, Wispston has [re-
quently changnd owneras, from the Fortescusa' to Strowbridge, Champernoun,
Jepson, Paul Troeby Tresby, and ultimately it bacane the property of
¥alter Pretiyjohn Esq,, who built a pew houss on the manor, and is now,
1800, the property of J. Pitta, Eaq.

The noble family of Fortescue have always beern foremost in all
endeavours to roform andadvance the goverament of this country, and
improve the conodition of the people. Im 1721, Hugh Fortescus wns
sunsoned to Parliooent as Lord Clinton;, 1740, created Baron Forteacue,
of Castle 1811, and in L7882, Hugh, the third Baron, waa Viacount
Ebrington, and Earl Fortescue, Ilugh, the present peer, has filled
many isportant trustaj was Lord Lisutenant of Ireland, 1820, is Cuatoa
Rotulorum of levon, &e¢. In 1855, nearly eight hundred years from the
founding of the family at Wimpston, Parish of Medbury, ilogh Fortescus,
Yiscount Ebrington, M.P. for Marylebone Parish, London, offers a
premiua of ££0 to the son of a farmer of Devonshire who shall pass the
beat examination io the Englieh language, the geography and history
of the British Empire, and practical mathomatics; still continuing
their laudable ef forts to fmprove the condition of the people. May
they long continus ornaments of their great and ancient oame, and ever
possess the weans of rewarding merit.

In 1860 he was susmoned to the upper house as Daron Fortescus,
during his father's lifotime, but acrely afflicted by the loss of his
sight; brought on by over—exertion in his public eapacity.

After the Conqueror was firmly eatablished, Sir Richard de Fort
left this country to end his days in Normandy, leaving hia son, Sir
Adam, in possession of Wimpaton, from which honourable house aprung
all the Forteacuss of this country.

Among the distinguished men of the place (I find by FRINCE and
SMOLLETT), Cpptain John Burley, born at Clanicombe, in this parish, a
Captain in Charles 1l's Arsy, a gontlesan of good eduation, and the
firast to endeavour the rescue of that monarch frem lmprisonment in
Carisbrooke Castle, Isle of Wight. Illa was al this time Captain of
Yarmouth Castle, and a doep sense of the King's captivity so affected
Capt. Burley, that he eausod a drum to be beat up at Newport, Dec.. 28,
1643, for God and King Charles, intending to gathor a force sulficient,
if possible, to rescuc the ¢aptive King out of their handa., The
atteapt failed, and Capt. Burley was tnken, tried, and found gulltly
of high treasen, and condemned for the then unpardonable erime of
loyalty, and was oxecuted Feb. 10, 1047, at ¥Winchester, a martyr for
his King and country, sealing Lhe cause with his bloed.
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KWICHOLAS TRIST was Lord of the Manor of Modbary, 1708, Among
his benefactions to the inhabitants were twe of the conduits, which
are supplied with excellent water.

JUUN DREW, Esq., Sergeant-atl-<law and Recorder of London, a
resident of Modbury, bequeatbed (in the 4th of Edvard IV) certain
measuages to John House, of Fdmoston, in truat, in this parish, and
his helirs, that they provide, out of the rents of the sald messuages,
a fit chaplain, of honest and good fame, to perform divine service in
a certain chapel of the [loly Trinity, the blessed Virgin Mary, and 5t.
John the Baptist, situated in the south part of the Parish Churel of
Wodbury, and there to pray for the souls of John I'rew, and Joan his
vife, 5ir Richard Champornoun, and Catherino his wife, and divers
othors, as fully appear in the deed of that date. - PRINCE.

SIR JOHN NILL, of Shilaston, an eminont Lawyer, who prosscuted
his studies, and was so assiduous in his profession that he soon
succoeded to the highest degree of the Long Robe, wiz. King's Sergoant-
at=Law, llenry 1V, 1400, and in 1409 was constituted one of the Justices
of Comaon Pleasj in 1414 received the honour of Knighthood froam Henry ¥,
and was continuad in the some high office of Common Ploas to the end
of that reign. Kiag Henry VI alsc continwed him in the same office.
PRIKCE says, that one man should be thus advaneced, and continued in wo
high places and honourable situatons (which are generally alippery
places) by three successive Princes is sufficient to establish his
fame for ability and integrity, outdone by none. PRINCE says the follow=
ing mny be truly applied to this reverend personi=

A batter man, or one more just,
There never was in any trust.

FULE says he sottled his babitation at Shilaton, whether by marriage
or purchase from John de Goneton (vhose it was in Henry IV's time) I
¢annot say, but it is certain he got & great estate, No doubt, in the
wvay of justice and honesty, which he left to his posterity, and who
flourished there above nioe generations, and is a good confirmation
thaereof, for we may truly say of all ill-gotten wealthi-

'"Tis wvery rare
To see it come to the third helr.

BURKE states that in 1578, Moysea 1111, Esq., a youngor son of
the llouse of Shilston, went to Ireland under Lord Grey, of wilton (a
Yolunteer to assist in quelling the Rebellion in Vunster, under the
Lesmonda), where he greatly distinguishad himsolf, waa knighted, and
at the suppreasion of the rebels was rewvarded with an extensive grant
of land;, and no ceutt he formed one of the band of Yolunteers, 1570,
but we have no record to that effect. lils deoscendant, Tillinm Hill,
Esq., 1862, was created Viscouni Imngannon for his sigoal gallantry
in wounding Oliver Cromwell at the Hattle of Marston Moor, and his

15



descendant, Artbur Uill, inberits the estates in Ireland and Berkshirej
as Viscount Lowaoshire and Daron Iill in Ireland, and Viscount Fairford
and Oaren llarwvich in the Peerage of England,

Io LG14, Robert Iill, ond Edward, his son, heving wasted their
estate, sold Shilston to Christopher Savery, Eaoq.

Although no stone is found to the memory of this Yenerable Judge,
yot in the Porish Church of Modbury (vhere iz the dormitory of the family,
and he supposed to have been buried there) thore is one to the memory
of the sixth in deacent from himself, It is a large flat stone, oncoe
formiog the top of a tomb, and now fixed agalnst the wall at the East
end of the Church, near where the toml once atood, having this inserip-
tion around the edge as a borderi= “"ilERE LIETH MASTER OLIVER HILL, EsQ.,
¥1i0 DIED DECIMBER E26Til, IN THE YEAR OF CURIST, 15673" = and in the middle
an Acrostiec of his name, OLIVER HILL, OF SHILLESTONi=

wandering waight whose way lies now to pass by this same Loab,

et atay your steps, survey this verse, and think on tine to comej;
nclosed in chesat his garcase lies that erst inclosed a mind,
nto's appointed race that fled, whose like were hard to find
mong the massye multitude of mortal men that ba,

egarding righteousneas 80 wmuch, and loathing vice as Le.

aving n will in all respects to make his word his deedy
n friendship fast, no man more frank to aid his friend at need.
earn you to leave your lavless lusts, and fanclos fond to fly;
earo by his godly life to live, and guiet death to die.

D EREmo

{ ancestors he did descend that famous were for skill,
or judgement juet, for wit, for wealth, their glory groveth yet
still,

=]

uch bap had Hill, such to succeed, and prizces pralse poaseang

is pains in court, and toyle in wars, deserve indeed oo less,

t'a hard for men to leave their lust-possessing wordly pelf,

o! yot did Jiil]l renounce them quite, and yuite forsake hioselfj
eng looking for a Letter life, by faith in Christ to takej

ach reader, too, I wish the like, by death exchange to make.

ith riches fade, and form and strength, and honour eke and lust,
were Lest by life a place previde, ere thou return to dust,
wortal man, that canst not 'scape death's dartiog stinge,

or certain knov'st (uncertalm life), where certnin end it brings.

o= MmEPEr==ES

The FERRINGS were lohabitants of the town for wany geverations,
ono of whom, Peter, ln the eightecath century, was a merchani and member
of the council of Madras. JOUN, a Judge in Dengal. JOHN, the first
Barconot, was a Merchant and Alderman of the City of London, was created
a Daronet in 1808, and succeeded by his son John in 1831, who, dying
unsarried, 1843, was succeeded by his brother rhillip; the present
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Baronst, who married Frances Mary, only daughter of late Henry Rowe,
Eaq., of Gnaton, They wers connected with many worshipful houses and
have produced many worthy characters, but are nearly extioet in Modbury,
the present Haronet boing seated at Membland, in the Parish of llolbeton,
whieh Manor woas purchased by the lorsor Peter, of ihe council of Madras,

RICHARD KING, Esq., a pative of Modbury, whose family were ancient
inhabitants of the town in the nineteenth contury, built and endowed
an institution im Brownston Street, its object, the cultiwvation of
science among the inhabitanta, The library is extensive, and contains
a choice collection of valuable works, which are accessible under casy
restrictiona; a lasting wemorial of the munificent donor, who is reputed
to have made a great fortuns in America.

Fobruary 9, 1722, was born in Modbury, George Paker, afterwards
celebrated as Sir George Daker, M.D.; Prealdent of the Roval College
of Fhysicians, and author of many valuable medienl worka. I(lis fanily
wvoere of conaiderable reputation in the town, and of great antiquity.

Modbury is a borough by prescription (from ancient costom), having
aleo a charter granted by lenry II, 1155, by which the citizens claimsed
their freedom and privileges; iodependent of the barons; and owning no
suparior but himself.

These charters (which were granted to the most conaiderable towna)
were the groundwork of English liberty; and the firat efforts of our
fathors to freo theaselves from feudal bondage, a new order was ¢reatod
the more opulent of ihe people began to claim a share in the admivistra-
tion, as wall as the nobles and elergy. Thus the feudal government
was at first impaired, and liberty began to be more equally diffused
throughout they land, '

Alee, 12 Edwardl, 1280, a grant was made of the Assize of bread
and ale (te regulate the price and quality) to 3ir Richard Chasperanocun
by Fdeund, Earl of Cornwall, whose sister Joan, 3ir Hichard married.

The town never was iocorporated, but sent tive members to Parliament
from the carliest ages, and wos exenpt by petition, on accomnt of the
expense, about 1300, Edward 1. A Court Leet is held twice a year; and
at the Hichaelmas Court are elected a Portrieve, tvo constalles, an
ale=taster, and other officers, from the fres=holdera of the borough,
and are entitled to several privileges, ns not paying toll at the falr,
nor for welghiog at the Town=beam, &e, It is said there was anclently
a Guildhall and prison, which seems probablej it also appears that the
boreugh court did, within the last century, toke congizance of actions
for debt under 40s. Palm Cross = Groeno, at the head of Church=Street,
is the customary place of holding the court.

The town liea about o mile to the weatward of the parish, and con-
tains about three hundred houses and two thousand inhabitanta; it ias
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peculiarly and healthily aituated in a complete dell, two hundred and
soven miles from London, and twelwve from Flymouthy and consists principally
of four streeis, mecting at right anglea in the market place. Three of
these atreots, viz, Drownaton=3treet, Church-=Street, and Gdpin-Streot,
are broad and spacious, and hawe a groat declivity to the Cross; Galpin=
Street more a0 than the othors, bolng difficult for a loaded cart to be
drawn up it; Poundwell=Street, continuing thoe inelination of Brownaton-
Strost, forming an outlet from the town for drainage, &e., towards the
coast, Those four streots form the thoroughfare; Drownston-Strect to
Exater and Londony Chureb-5trect to Plymouth, Cornwall, Ae., Galpin-
Streat to Kingsbridge, and loundwell- Strect to the const, Le., in three
of those streects are large conduits, built of wrought granite; the largest,
in Brownaton-Strest, the gift of Adrian Sveot, Esq., and the othoer two
by Nicholas Trist, Esq., lord of the borough in the year 1708, and
supplied with excelient water from a spriong in a fleld belonging to Train,
¢allead the Sllver Welly also; at the bottom of Foundwell-Strect is a
smaller conduit, more amcient than the three [ormer ones, asupplied from
another source, with two copious streams of excellent water continually
running, which adds greatly to the comfort of the inhabitants and the
purity and healthiuloess of the placej so that PRINCE may well call
Modbury a sweet and pleasant market town, There are several streauns
pasaing through it; the principal, Tucker's PBrook, which, as its name
fmplies, is celebrated for its clennsing properties, and much used for
tanning, washing wool, &c¢., driving the old mill in its course = Swanner-
iridge, Cotlaas, Orcharton, &c., which are most ancient and picturesque,
avidently ¢oeval with its abbey and original inhabitanta., At the junc-
tion of the four strects was held the sarketj that for corn anmd yarn In
an open building, ealled the Round=houssj cetangular, and peculiar in

ita construction, having a masaive granite ¢olumn and Lase in the centre,
and oak pillars supporting a high, pitehed roof, with the market bell on
top., Here, in angient timés, all proclamations ware made in Aumsoning
knights, &e¢., to arme; punishments of atock and pillory inflictedy the
fair proclaimed by charter to the lords of the bLorough, and holsting a
glove and bowquat., There is a Thursday's marketj and, eriginally, two
fairas on St, Goorge's and 5t. James's days, vhich in oarly times was of
great importance, and held for nine days, it belng the only means of
supply to the town and neighbourhood §y the only trade then being carried
en by periedical faira,

RISLON says, the fairs being wall furniahed with neceasariss, are
well frequented; and somovbat the more, [or that the town is moted lor
itepappy ale, and which WESTCOTE deacribes as the best in the country -
nothing like it = and attributes the longevity of its inhabitants to
the free use of it, being meat, drink, and almost clothes; and llenry of
Avranches, an arch poet in leoary III's time, wrote thus of the celebrated
drinki=

Of this strooyg drink, such }Jike to Stiglan lakej
Moat term it ale; I koow not what to makej

Folks drink it thiek, and pssss dt out full thin,
Much dregs, therefore, wust needs remaln within.
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ROGER AKD JOSE ON MOLDBURY ALE.

Says Jose to Roger, the ale so good,

We sure sust have another jugy

I socond that start, says Roger to Josoj
We then shall be able to toast our host.

The fair host was not to be bought in that way,

Nor by all the tipling gallant Roger could say.

Jose comes to the rescue — the ale makes him bold -

and avears if lie'd enough (ale) he ne'er should get old.

The lady gave way, for who could withotnand

The language thoy both had at their command?

They toasted the hoat, and wowed thoy'd Lo happy,

As long as could get Mrs. Toayler's ale that was oappy.

Oppesite the Round-house, and bottom of Church-Street, stood a
large building, in the earliest style of town and municipal architec-
ture, oassively constructed of oak and chestaut, on n granite base,
called in modern times Shambles, and used as a meat market, and the
towp=henn kept. The upper part most probably used in former times as
a Guildhall, or place of mooting of iohabitants in choos ing officers,
and othor businosa of the town, In the first quarter of the nineteenth
century the town was greatly fmproved by taking up the old paving (the
channel being in the centre of the street, and the paviang inclining to
the same, making it difficult for cattle with heavy loads, Xe.), and
relaying the snse, each side forming foot=paths, and mac=adamizing the
centre and making new roads, &c.j done chiefly Ly the instrumentality
of Mr. Richard Andrews. Tho shambles and round=house taken down, and
aite laild openi also an anciont and extensive hostelry opposite the
ahambleos was demolished, and a spacious hotel ereccted on its site by
John Pulteel, Esq., of Fleot, the lord of the mapor, and enlled the
White lart, and where the market is movw held. The Kose and Crown is
also an original structure; the others are more wodern, as the Bell,
the Dartmouth, Plymouth, and Maltman's Arms, the London and Exeter
Inns, ke,

The inhabitants of the town were alwaya celebrated for their great
opusical talents and adventurous spirity they were alse in former timos
voll known for their attachment to the early sporta of wrastling, bull
baiting, (thore were females, almo, that used to take groat delight in
bull-baiting, and would run with their strong aprons held out to eatech
the dogs as they fell, after being thrown by the lLull) and cock-fighting
&¢, &c,., which are nov only known by name, the Modbury men hawving
bigher and more chivalrie objects in view. They have also greatly con-
tributed, with Sir ¥. Raleigh and others, in the discovery nnd colon—
ization of foreign countriea, and always formed a coaplete aursery for
the army and pDavy. The names of several of Raleigh's captaims, wiz, King,
Whiddon, nnd Davis, were familiar in the town up W a very late period.
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There are three places of worship for Dissenters, and the town is alss
well supplied with schools for the poorer inhabitants. The trads
carried on ia the towm vas also much more extensive than at presant,
vhich consisted in the wanufacture of hats, baskets, loather, plush,
sorges, Ac.; the latter, up to the end of the first quarter of the
oineteenth century, employed [rom three to fonr hundred persons, chiefly
women, in weaving, Lesides those employed in preparing chaina, yarn,
tucking, dying, packing, combing, &c.j carried on with great spirit by
the family of Perrings, aad produced 15,000 pleces of sarge yvearly for
o great nusber of years for the East India Coapany.

In 1800; pearly three hondred years from the firat volunteors
we have a record of, in Modbury, the town again puts on A wmartial
appearance. The young wen of the parish and nsighbourhood forward come
vith aldacrity toform a band of Riflo Volunteers. Their success in the
formation of the soldier has been immense, as a finer or more warlike
body of men cannot exliet; and their moble, manly Learing and soldierly
appearance, on attending the noble old church in the sumser of 1860,
recoived o deserving meed of praise. The meeting weekly for drill,
%Cey with their splendid band, is quite cheering to the peacoefal inhab-
itants of the veneralble towa, and characteristie of their ancient
propensities.



A HISTORY OF MODBURY, SO0UTH DEVON,

Modbury, first senticned in Domesday Book as "Motheria®, ies ocne
of the oldest market towns in the west country. It used Lo be a place
of some lmportance, and in the reign of Edward I (1272-1307) returned
tvo representatives to Parliament. This may be an exaggeration of ites
importance, as it may have referred to the whole district, and not
only to the borough itself. It wvas later exempted [rom thie on Lhe
alleged plea of the poverty of the inhabltanta, vhich prevented them
from paylog the representatives, as was the gustom of that age.

[t was & walled town, the Daptist Chapel being built on part of
the site of the old wall, In Poundwell Strect thore is also s granite
buttresa, probably part of the old wall, to which a gate may have been
attached.

The borough was distinguished as Oreat and Little Modbury, and in
the old days was composed of wany manors, Trayne, Ponquit (mot now
ineluded in the parish, Orcheaton, (originally Orchardstowa) 3hilston,
Nrownston, Cldaport, Wympstone, Spriddlescoabes, Leigh, Yaroacombe,
Fdmpaton, ete.

Tha firat known owners of the Manor of Modbury were the Valletorts,
and from them it camp to the Champernowne family (origipally Campo de
Arnulphi) who held it from the reign of Fdward II (1307=1327) when it
was conveyed to Sir Hichard Champernowne, until 1700, nearly 400 years,
at whiech time Arthur Chaspernowna aold the property to Nicholas Trist.

The manorial residence atood at Palm Croas Green. Permisaion
was given by the king, sithor Edward I or Edward II, to fortify it,
and it seems to have had a wmoat and drawbridge, and to have been an
foposing building.

The Champeraovae family flourished until Tuder times, and lived
in magnificent style., Eapecially were they famous [or their band of
minatrels vhieh is roputed to have been the couse of the family's
downfall, .

Mr. Chaspermowne im reputed te have taken the Land op the River
Thamoes in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and ahe was a0 delighted that
she asked Mr. Champsrnowne to lend it to her for a month. [l knov he
would probably never ses it again, s0 refused his consent, asking
that he might be allowed to keep his faney. This so infuriated the
furen that ahe found cecasion to sus him at law, and 1o ruin hi=, by
obliging him, in order to meet the cost of the procesdings, to part
with nineteen of his manors,

This story is subatantiated by the faet that records show that
the manors certalnly were sold about that time and that, at the end
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of the seventeenth century the posseasions of the family were focon-
siderable,

Notwlthetanding this, the femily contipued loyal to the Crown,
and played an lmportant part in the Battle of Modbury during the Civil
War.

In this struggle the chief towans of the West all declared on the
side of the Parliamentarians, but Modbury remaioed staunchly Royalist.
A band of troined scldiers and volunteers, numbering some thousands
was raised under one Sir Hdeund Fortescue, and would have attacked
Plymouth, but the Parliamentarians, foreatalling them, and making a
pretence to attach Tavistock, wheeled south and fell upon Modbury.

Taken by surprise, the tralped band imoediately Cled in disorder
down what is still called "Runaway Lane”, and the battle was won by the
Roundheads.

llowever, 5ir FEdaund Fortescue and his friends garrisoned the castle
of the Champernowoes, and continued to hold out for some time, until
the Parliamentarians fired the castle. After that resistance was
impossible and Sir Edesund Fortescue and many leading Hoyalists were
taken prisoner and senot to Dartacuth, and thance to Londoo.

The great damage done to the castle in this seige probably accounts
for the fact that nothing at all remsips of it now, although one record
of the early nineteenth contury mentions one wing still standing, con-
taining what was supposed to have beenm the drawing room, the mantle=-
plece of which is atill to be seen at the back of Falm Cross Green,

Hany lessor manors were held by lmportant families:-

¥hympsten = was given by King John te the Forteacue family, but

after the reign of (ueen Elizabeth they ceased to reside there, and
the Sir Fdsund Fortescue of the Civil ¥ar, came froa Fallapit.

Orcheton = belonged to the Prideaux lamlly until 1386, when the
then lord, Sir Thosas Prideaux, is said to have surdered his kinsman,
Sir ¥Willias Bighury, at Five Crosses, and after this the Family declined,
Eventually, the heiress married ome of the Heles of Flete, and it passed
into their hands, ond still forms part of the Flete property.

Shileton - was origloally Shivalaten, and belonged to a family of
that name, [rom whom it passed to the Saverys, merchants of Totnes.

Oldaport = "Oldport™, gave thelr pame to the e la Ports, and is
very anclent, though little is known of itls eorigin with certaloty. It
is generally supposed to have been conoected with the export of tim
froa vory early, perhaps Saxon days, and it is suggested that the Romnns
may have taught the inhabitants improved methods of smeltlog there. It
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is known that there was a fine harbour at Saltacrease, close by, and
records show that goods used to be delivered there by barge in the last

century.

Trayne — originally Tre-~Ion, from the wooded mature of the land, was
the seat for many years of the Swote [family, from about the tims of
Heary VIII {1509<=1347), and 0ld Traine, dating from the fiftesnth cen-
tury, is the oldest bit of Modbury that romaina. The name of Adrian
Svote is commemorated on the conduit im Brownaton Stract, whiech he gawve
to the town, and he also gave the aite of the Almshouses at the top of
Galpin Streect, formerly kanown as Workhouss Terrace, and now Traine
Terrace. Ho also gave a silver gilt flagon to the chureh which is atill
used at festivala.

The dedication of the church has ocaused great controversy and it
vas variously conmtributed to St. Udary; St. Peter; and St. George,

The decision that the last is correct is upheld by the fact that
the Great Fair of Modbury was held on S5t, Geaorgew day.

In the reign of King Stephen (1135-1154) the Priory of St, Mary
waa founded by an anceator of the Champernownes, as a cell to the abbey
of 5t. Peter Sur=lives in Normandy. After the religious houses were
suppressed, Henry VI (1422=1461) gave the living to hies newly founded
college of Eton.

The Priory of St. Mary was & small foundation, and sesns to have
caunsed trouble, as the Plantagenet Eings (Heory IT, 1154 -~ Richard II,
1377) were alvays selszing it during the French ¥Wars, in order to pre—
vent tithes being sent to Fronce. The Priory builldings hawe completely
disappeared, and it is now only commemorated in the name of Priors
Park, the fields to the West of the church.

The same olioeteenth century record that speaks of part of the Manor
Houss still standing at that tioe, also talks of a Luilding in Scotas
field, thon used as a barn; but this also bas disappoared.

No wicar's pame appeara bLefore 1338, but application was made by
Bishop John the Chanter between 1180 and 1191, and Bishop Grandiason
mentioned in 1331, that John his predecessor, had given the Hectory
iith all its appurtenances, to the Abbot and Convent of St. Peter Sur-
Iivas.

The west end is the oldeat part of the church, and the iloly Water
stoop, inside the south door, is ome of its oldest features. There
was probably a wooden screen acrosa the Chancel, parts of which are
thought to be preserved in the pevs now Ly the belfry.

Thore are recorda of thare having beon altears dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary; the lHoly Trinity and St. John the Baptist, as woll
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as that of Si. Peter in the North Transept. This from the [ourteenth
century had belooged to the Pridesux family, and is still koown as the
Orcheton Alsle. It contains the Prideaux family tomb, vith fragments
of two figures.

On the south side of the church are two more arches, with [ragments
of figures, so mutilated (possibly at the time of the Rsformation or
the Civil ¥War) as to be quite unrecogoisable. As there are four figures
and only three arches to contain them, it is probable that one of thom,
that of the knight, was originally on a high tomb, It is thought that
it may have boen that of Sir Thomas Champernowne, who vas lord of the
Manor in 1474, to which perlod the dress of the knight shows him to
belong.

It wvould seem that somo tombs and memorials to ths Champermowne
family must have been destroyed, as there is only one romaining, in
apite of the wery long period during which they were lords of the Manor,
The one remaining memorial is that nov in the south of the mide alter,
te Sir Philip Champernowne and his daughter Margaret, 1084.

Outalde the wvestry door is preserved the tombstone of one William
Collins who, though not ordaiped as & prisst, was "intruded” to the
living during the brief period of FParliamentary rule between the reigus
of Charles I and Charles II (i.e. 1049=1060).

laring the elghteenth and nineteesnth centuries the church was twice
restored, and lost much in the process. Two galleries were added at
the west end, one of vhich was in existance as recently as 1800. The
Xorman font was replaced by the present Georglan one, and the original
one was taken to frownaton.

Earlier than this, ino 1621, the spire was rebuilt. The first oen-
ticn of bells seems, from the records, to have been in 1553, but it ia
probable that these bells were the original ones, formerly belonging to
the Priery. It is recordad that they were rung several times when the
robels ware defeated, during Monmouths rebellion. The present bells
were installed in 1807, the old ones being eracked and useless. They
c¢ame from Collumpten, and were firat rung on April ird of that year by
the Aveton Gifford ringers.

After that various tesms of ringers from other parishes wvialted
Modbury to ring the naw bells. The old Modbury Ringers Rhymei-

liasrk at the uModbury Bells,
llow they o quiver,

Better than Ermington Bells,
iown by the river

@ay not be unique and is probably clalmed by many other parishes.



The Great Falr of S5t, George is a wery old institution, dating
from 1310, when the then Bishop of Exeter, seeing a chance of a source
of revenus, proclaloed two yearly falrs at Ashburton and ome at
liodbury.

It was held originally on St. Georges lay, which before the
change of the calendar, fell on May 4th, The Falr was and still is
proclaimed on Moy Jrd; then 5t. George's Eve, The town crier solemnly
proclaimed the Fair, and the Glove decorated with flowers was holsted,
for o witness that, during the time of the Fair, the people had the
right of Free Trade.

Accerding Lo the statute of King Edward III (1327=1377) it was to
last for nine days, and all were urged to do their utmost to preserve
the peace. Frovialon was made for settling differonces by o special
Gourts

The lord of the borough was required to appoint a Toll Taker and
one was named to colleet tell for all horses, cattle, etc., sold during
the Fairs )

Origioally all might sell liquor during the Fair, and a holly hLush
huag out of a private house did duty for an excise licence. This custom
lingered after it ceased to be legal, and Modbury is probably one of
the last places in the West vhere the saying "Good wine nesds no Lush®
had any aasociation in custom, as & bush hanging from a house has been
sean here within the last bundred years,

The Foir of St, George is closely associated with the Court Leot,
rhich was the loecal govermment of ancient daya, This form of govern—
oent is known to have existed in Saxon times, as ¥William the Congueror

gave a charter to the English people recogoising thelr right of selfl-
government, but taking the precaution of making the lord of the borough
reaponsible to the king in person for the good condust of the borough.

Modbury became entitled to a court for the administration of iLs
ova lawas, by reason of it being not ono manor but two = Oreat and Little
Modbury. This gave the town importance im olden times.

In Wodbury there were three yearly courts, and a special one, the
e Powder Court, which was held by the ateward during every [air or
market to0 setile differences. The name is supposed to have origioated
from the fact Lthat it wae sald that, In this court "Justice is done ns
speedily ae dust can fall from the lect”.

The three aooual courts were Lhe Court Leet, beld at Easter, [or
the purpose of good goveroment during the Great Falr of 5t. George; n
Fulfilling Court at Michaelmas, when officers were elected, and another
Court Leet a fev days later, wlhea the officers assumed oIfice.

The Easter Court Leet was wmost lmportant, sod its fermality was



praserved in Modbury until 1908, at which time the procedure was
almost identical with that of 1503, when John Sveets was Portreeve,
and a Champernovoe Lord of the Borough.

Modbury records of courts do oot go beyond this,but it is interest-
ing to note that the officlers dutles then, vere the same as al Lthe
last court haeld here.

There is a record as late as 1818 of a viev of the bounds of the
parish boing taken before the Fulfilling Court,

Bafore a Court Leet, which was originally held at the house of
the lord of the manor, a writ of sumnons was issusd by the Lord to
the Portreeve, or Steward, and he gave notice of it to the tenants
and reaidents, and sussoned the jury. After being opened by the Crier,
the jury and officials were svorn and the business proceeded.

The Court dealt with all sanner of ¢rimes and misdemeancurs, but
as is the case in a modern police court when any crime was punlshable
by death, the case was only presentable and enquirable there, and hLiad
toe ba certified at a higher court.

Ia olden times the Court was in a sense a gathering of Lhe Lamily
of the borough. After the business of justice was done, all deaths of
Freemen were declared, and the lord of the manor received a toll in
this conneétion. All nev residents in the Leet took the oath of alleg-
iance to the erown, nnd Lhe proceedings ended with a dinner.

Modbury produced im the personm of Katherins Champernowne, the
wotbher of four of the great explorers of Jueen Elizabeth's day, for
not only did she marry Valter Raleigh of Fardsl Manor, Cornvood, and
become the mother of 3ir Walter Raleigh, but also by a former marriage
was the mother of Sir Huaphrey, 5ir John and Sir Adrian Gilbert, (sir
John, the eldest, was YVice Adalral of Devon. Sir Husphrey founded the
first English Colomy of Newfoundland. Sir Adrlan, knowan for his akill
in mines, operated silver mines in Combe Martin).

luring the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Modbury —ust have
been a flourishing and progressive towa, The Barracks were bullt,
and used as a training grownd for the Militia. Im 1730 a schome was
set on foot to eatablish a Charity Scheol, and subseriptions were col-
lected for that purpose. Richard King, s pative of Modbury, who had
grown rich in America, returned homeand lounded the Literary and
Sgientific Institute in Hrownston Street, in 1840.

The Modbury ilarriers, originally a pack of bLeagles, ‘were founded
by Ur. Southmesd Langworthy during the nineteenth century.

Thera ware flourishing trades, such as the Serge Industry, which
have died out completely.



From a record of 1838 there were twelve inns in the town, and
two watchmakers, and five milla working in the parish.

From this brief list of the activities in Modbury it would appear
that in those days, the inhabitants were more enterprising than they
are today. This of courss is largely dus to the fact that in those
days the interests of the population were centred inm their home town,
and as the facillitiss for travel were developad, ao ths people wont
further afield for their recraation.

Porhaps ono of the few good results of this war (1014 I presume)
may ba, through lmevitable confinement to their own locality, te
stimulate the people to take an interest in the history and activities
of the past, so to awake that sense of responsibllity for, and interest
in their ovn community, which was one of Lhe best featurea of bygone

days.
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INISTORY OF L)

by the late Florence Pearse and Frank Brown.

MOLBURY (12 miles from Plymouth) was an anclent walled tewnship
or borough which consisted, not of one manmor, as is usual, but two,
Great and Little Modbury. Thus Moedbury became eatitled to a court
for the admioistration of its ova laws, and this faoct gave the town
an ilmportant position io early times.

The Folk Moot, and later the Court Leet or Parlioment was held
in the Town ilall with llall Chamber abowe, the site of which is known
to have bsen at the bottom of Poundwall Street, and dates back to 1100.
During alterations to this building in 1930, o stone dated 1118 was
discovered.

The original name of "Mootbury” probably eame about through the
Folk Mool belng held there.

In the reign of Edward I (1272-1307), Modbury sont two Members
to Parliament. The numbers of inhabitants has waried, being about two
thousand in 1821 and about eight hundred and fifty in 10453,

Streets wero paved with cobbleatonss with a drainage channel in
the centre, Many houses over bung the sidevalks on pillars, the last
to be removed were at Kos.5 and G Broad Street in 18T70.

There was a Pound for cattle near the top of Church Street, and
Marketsa for ecorn and yarn held on Thursdays. A Kound jlouse and Shambles
stood in the centre of the towvn and wns used as a Mart and Dutter Larket.

Yarn was apun by the householders and brought to the market for
anle to the factoriea,

Whiite Ale was Lrewed io Modbury, and was supposad Lo contaln eggs.
A story relates that the landlady of the Tanners Arms saved the agg
shells I[rom other usea, and on brewing days threw them intoe the street
so that the populace might see the quantity of eggs ahe used in brewing.

The anclent custom of selling oxcisable liquors without a licence
on paymeni of a fee to the Lord of the Manor lasted the nine days of the
fair.

Uriginally there were two falras, at the festiwvals of 5t., George
and St, James. Now only S5it, George's fair ia kept. The ancliont
custom of ringlng the old and original bell, and proclaiming thoe fair
in the streets is still kopt up. The bLell ia now placed on the old
Bell Ino, but in olden days it was hung io the Hound llouse.



In the reign of King Stephen (1135=1154) a priory was founded at
uodbury, sited ¥West of the church., The present church (1307) formerly
S5t. Peters, nov 5t. George, is ocutside the old borough boundary.

The Exeter Inn nt the time of the Civil ¥Yar was a rendezvous of
the Hoyalists operating against Flymouth in 1040,

Modbury llouse or Castle was castellated by llicence in 1334 in
Edward III reign and was destroyed by Cromvell im 1642, also sutilating
theeffigies in the church vhere they stabled their horses. [Hunaway
Lane near the church, where the defeated Royalists escaped after the
battle of Modbury (1043 in the fields at the top of Galpin Street),
still exiasts.

Modbury possessed a famous band of susicians who were invited teo
play at the Court of (ueen Elizabeth I. The queen was s0 lmpreassed with
their ability that she susmonsd them Lo play oo a second occasion. This
the band refused to do, as thelir expenses were not paid on the first
visit., The Sovereign sheved her displeassure at being refused by con-
fiscating certain lands from the lord of the manor.

The site of a Laper lospital is koown, near the Modbury larrier
Kennels west of the town, Cholera revaged the parish at one time, and
the part of the churchyard vhere the victims were Luried was left dere-
liet for a long time for fear of infection.

Dereough officials were —= The Portreve, Pig Lrovers, Ale Tasters,
Leather Sealers and Scavengera.



THE CIYIL WAR
and the
END OF THE MODBURY LINE

Fromi TUE HISTORY OF THE CHAMPERNOWNES

(Plymouth Library)
by C, E, Chanpernowne,

Henry, the som of Sir Arthur of Modbury and of Amy Crukern, was
born 1390, and married om February 26th, 1011, at Haaowell, Oxfordshire,
Mary, daughter of 5ir Antony Cope., IHe is spoken of nas of Femquit in
Modbury parishy and Sir william Pole, writing about that time, saya
that he had & leass of Penquit from the "College of Windeor®, i.e.,
Eton College, which owned the ancient property of the Friory of Modbury.
Ko doubt he lived there during the lifetime of his uncle Sir Richard,
who died in 1G22,

In 1614 thore wos some irouble about a ship taken by one Mannering,
a pirate, in vhich case Chaapernowne and others were taken into custody.

It is not clear what part he played im this, whethar as part owner
of the ship, or as sailing in her, It might even be that as there is a
montion of a Richard Clark of Chichester, this may refer to a member of
a distant branch, as we have a Charlea, Canom of Chicheater in 1573, who
has not been satiafactorily accounted for,

The reference is from the Acta of the Privy Council, dated lGth May,
1G4 .

"Upon contemplation of letters directed to his Majesty [rom the
State of Lubeck on the behalf of Joachym Wardman, mastor of the
ehip called the "Golden Lyon™ of Lubeck, which in August last,
being freighted in Ireland for Spain was taken and speiled upon
that coast by ome Manoeriog, a *pyrati'y it s this day ordered,
whereas Hichard Williamson, a clerk of the Court of Admiralty,
John Blagedoen, gent, lenry Champernovae, gent, and Richard Clerk
of Chichester, merchant, are now under custody until satialaction
be wade uoto Valentioe Blake of Galloway,; merchant, for such
goods as were freighted in the said sahip and taken by ths fore-
said Mannoring, that the foresaid Williawmson, Blagedon, Champor-
nowne and Clark shall contious resatrained and under safe custody
until they make satisfaction unto the said Joachym Wardaman For
the losa of his ship.”

0n the l9th June Williamaon and Dlake were aet at liberty, aod llenry
Champernovne and the others were discharged.



In 1625 lleory jolned with his cousin Arthur of Lartington in the
sals of Dodbrook Lo Henry Tothill (see under "Arthur Champernowne of
Dartington®),

Wastcote tells us that:

"The South had a regiment of traiped soldiers under selected and
choiee trained gentry of the County, who are their Colonels and
Captains., Among others in June 1033, there is a company under
lleory Chasmpornowne's ¢ommand.™

In the Civil war Honry fought on the Hoyalist side. Illis name, Colonel
Champernovoe, occurs in a list entitled "Names of Lords and Chief
officarda of Primgs Charlea's Army in the Weatn.

There are several accounts of the atiack on Modbury late in 1042,
and a later attach early in the next year; and it seems that the people
at Modbury were wery unprepared.

In 5ir Halph lHopton's "Diary of ihe Compaign in the West®™, we read;

#Then Mr. Fortescue (since, Sir Fdmund Fortescue) being newly
sworn High Sheriff of Levon and other of the well affectad genile-
mon of the County then with the Army at Plympton, thought it
nocessary for thes furtherance of thelr good intentions to have

a Posse sumsoned at Modbury which, withinm a fev days afterwards,
was done accordingly, and at the time appointed Sir Ralph llepten,
5ir Nicholas Slanning, aod other gentlemen went over to Modbury

te soe the progress of that business, hopling (o find it like they
had seen in Cornwall, coosisting of regiments of foot well armed,
though far greater nummbers, wanting foot to beslege or bLleck up
Plymouthy but they found it far otherwvise, for though there appemed
a grent concourse of people, yel it was rather like a great fair
than a FPosse, there boling none but the gentlemen who had any arms
or equipnge for warj losomuch as 5ir Ralph Hepton (endeavouring

to gather together as many men as would serve to make a comvenient
guard for that night) forevaraning them often of the danger that
might and indeed did ensus, could not procure above tweoly men
armed, nor a0 much as a patrol of twenty horse to ride out, all
the gontlemen being so transported with the jollity of the thiog,
that no man was capable of the labour and eare of discipline”.

In the introduction it is pointed cut that it was rather a common failling
among the Cavaliers to make too light of thelr adversaries,

From "Carnstaple during the Civil War* by RKichard ¥. Cotton, ve get
the following account of the attack:

“At Modbury in the rear of llopton's army, the Sherlff of Devon,
S$ir Edmund Fortescue and o party of Royaliat gentlemen were
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ralsing the *Posse comitatus', In the first week of Leceaber
Colonel Ruthven with about four troopa of horse and about 100
dragoona sallied out of Plymouth, and avolding n Royaliat post

at Flympton, svept round by Ivybridge, to Modbury. The trained
bands and volunteers, described as "naked men' (i.0., merely
unprovided withwapons) dispersed at the first alarm, leaving their
of ficers with Sir Edmund Fortescue, Sir Cdwvard Seymour of Derry
Pomeroy, Mr. Edvard Seymour his son, Squire Arthur Basset of North
Levon 'a notable malignant' Master Sheptoe (Shapcote, Clerk of

the Peace for the County) Master Bayley of Barnstaple a 'Papist’
and others to take refuge in the Court llouse, an anclent cansion
of the Champernowne family, at the weat end of the town, where
they were at oace beselged.

Ultimately after the bullding had been fired they surrendered and
ware marched to Dartmouth, put on board the Cresset frigate (i.0.,
the Crescent of 167 tons carrying 12 guna) conveyed to Plymouth
and thence w0 the Farlisment in London."

It seoms probable that there were no rogular Cavalier troops present on
this occasion but merely the trained bands, and consegquently men very
subject to a panic such as took place.

Rushworth, in his "Collectiona*, says that at the approach of
Colonel Rathwen, the Scottish officer:

"Lthe country [led and left their commanders in one Mr, Champernowne's
house where they avhile stood on their defence, but belng environ'd
apon the firing of an outhouse, they yielded and were brought by

soa to London” = (he givea the names) = "whoe were committed soms

to Winchester llouse, others to Lambath llouse, which places at

that time were both used as prisocos,

"Thore were also taken with them several ensigns, and ooe which

had for its device a cannon with this motto {issuing from the. mouth
of 4t '0 Lord open Though =y lips and sy mouth ahall show Thy
pralaat,™

Cotton talls us that much care has been ooessary ino discrisioating between
the circumsatances hastlily reported by the loexperlienced jouroalists or
"intelligencora' as they were oalled, of that time.

The purveyors of news were 80 sager to satisfy the eravings of tha
Londoners for the glorification of tholr sodel army, that the seizure of
Canontelign Ly the Parliasentary Forces was referred to in one Diurnal
as that of a "considerable town™, and in another as that of a "very sirong
fort" = "ope of the bulwprks of Exeter”, then held Ly the Hoyalistas,

e spoaks of Yicars; the Parlissentary chronleler, as a "oolesy

fanatical compiler” who had neither the opportunity ner the wit to be
accurate, Perbaps the deacripticn of the captured enslgn s due (o one
of these “intelligencera®™.
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There are two lotters written by one "R.H."™ on the Parliamentary

slde, and quoted from by Yicars; the second, dated lmcember Sth, luUdz,
Elving the fullest nccount:

*Moster Stock and Loving Friend,

r3loce the writiog of my letter; o friend is come hither upon
purpese [roa Exeter; to briog us tidioge of a brave exploit done
by the Plimmoth forces, worthy to be chronicled a meat and true
relation, and fit for the Freasse ia as follows:

*Upon Tucaday last at night being the 0 of this instant, the commanders
of the garrison at Flymouth sntered into consultation concerning
vhat was fit to be done, and having intelligence that the Shariff
lay at Modbory, where the trained bands by wvirtue of hia Poase
Comitatus met that day, nod the next, the Cavaliers chief quarters
being at Plymouth within three miles of them, thercupon they framed
their designes.

"Very early io the morning Captain Thompsoo, Captaine Pya and
Captain Goold and so me others, with 500 horse and dragooners,
marched avay very privately northvard towards Roubard (Roborough
Down) as if they meant Lo goe to Tavistock and them vheeled round
tovard Ivie Bridge, on Plimmoth Hoad and so went to Modbury, whemin
Master Champaroon's house, and in the Towne they found the Sheriffe
with Divers other gentlemea of quality; and 2,000 tralioed sculdiera
and voluntiers; presently on their approach the trained bands cry-
ing out, 'I.'hu Troopers are come, run avay, many of thes leaving
their armes Lebind them.

*"The hoass was beset, and the Sherifle stood up their defence, until
it vas fired, and then the assnilants breaking in, possessed the
bouse and ook divers prisoners, ‘Lo the number of 20 or thereabouts
amogest wiich wore. those that follows

"3ir Edeund Fortescue, High Sheriffe, S5ir Fdward Seimor, Baronst
Master Edward Seimor, Knight of the Shire, kaster Basset, Captaine
Champernon, Captaine Pomsroy, Master Barnes, Master Sheptos, Clerk
of the Peacej after which thay marched away towards Dartmouth with
their prisoners, vhere that night thay safely arrived bringing
good ators of armos with them.

"This good nows, I ¢ould oot bul write although 10 at night. 1
concolve, nay I Bear thay will there ship thoese prisoners for
Lopdon, I wish them a fair wind to bring thes into ¥Wiachoater
llouse or some such place. Mastor Hill understanding the ways of
the march, will say it is as brave an exploit as hath been
attompted a long time, unto whom, with all my good [riends who
ahall be at the reading hereof, I pray remember him vho is always
ready to serve you", R.B.

The Parliasent treated their firat haul of eminent prisoners with
sufficlent conslderation, They were brought by sea to Gravesend "and
then taken to the prisons of Winchester louse and Lambeth llousej barges
wvith susquetiers bolog sent to Gravesend to briog them safely to the
priscns aforesald that no inelwility might be offered to those perscons”
(Cotton).
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There was a second attack on Modbury im the following February,
in which the ruin of the splendid mansion of 5ir Richard was finoally
completod.

Cawso's "liistory of Modbury" says that Sir Nicholas Slanning sur-
rounded Modbury House, or Court House as it was called, to prevent if
peaslble, further destructlon, bLut his force was coampletely cut up and
routed, and the damage to the house was deemed irreparable so that the
place shortly fell into decay.

Sir Nicholas, here mentloned, ono of the Royalist leaders, was
grandson of Nicholas who married Margaret the daughter of Henry Champernowne,
the father of 5ir Richard, [le and Sir John Trevanion were slain at the
siege of Dristol scon after, "both young, peither of them above eight
and twenty, of entire friendship to one another and to Sir PBewil Grenvil™y
which beloved leadsr was also alain in the battle of Lansdown Hill,

Of this mecond attack there are three different accounts, all printed
ia conteamporary tracts, bound up in cne of the volumes of the King's
pomphlets in the British Museum (otherwise Thomason Tracta),

Some particulars also come from "Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy",
from which the folloving are quoted. Here we find a mention of Hutton
Bridge, evidently Aveton (or Auton) Giffard:

*As it appeared in 1043 it was s narrov causevay, raised above the
meadows at the head of the tidal estuary.

"It was here that the Hoyalists had at first intended to dispute
the advance of their apponents. Mr. William Lane had been lately
appoloted Recter. Ile had had much trouble in Plymouth and still
had two of his sons imprisoned there...'sll vhich tima®' his son
says, 'my father was active wvith Sir...Champernon and other gentle-=
men in those parts for raising succours for his Majestyj and was
raisiog a fort on a Hill' (Part of the glebe of Avoton) 'which
commanded the Bridge leading to Kingsbridge: But before it conld
be finished the King's Party vers destroyed',"

Henry Bagley, Viecar of Modbury, had also been in trouble, and the same
book says:

"He was driven from his living by the Parliamentary Army at which
time he batook himself to his Majesty's forces, with whom he
retired inte Cornwall, lle had at that time a wife and seven
children who were turned cut of doors by a Party of llorse and
might have lain in the ficld had not Colonel Champernowne afforded
them lodging in Modbury llouse,..

"The concerted attack by the Parliamentary Forces had been arranged
to take place early in the moraiag of the 2lst of February®. (the
battle ia deseribed and the place of it) "The Hoyaliste seem
to have retreated Fighting, fleld by fleld, and through the streeta
of Wodbury te the Court House., This they defended durlng part of
the night until compldled to evacuate it."



"This party of ours which was at Modbury", wrote Sir Dewll
Grenville to his wife, "indured a cruel assault for 12 hovers aganinst
many thousand men™ (Clarendon's "History of the Reballienv).

And of this second atiack, Vicars the Parliasentary writer says:

"ind in Feb. 1843, this noble Earl (Stamford) with his forces
fell apon about 2000 at the least of his Cornish enemiss at
Modbury, where Sir Ralph Hopton had strongly entrenched them,
but out of which their trenches (with the help of the Devonshire
Clubmen) most bravely beaten and forced to fly, leaving behind
them at lesast 100 dead on the ground and twice as many wounded,
vhere thoy tood & pleces of ordnance, about 100 suskets, naar
80 prisoners and at least 40 horses,"™

Au old tradition says that om the firing of the houses, the dafenders
retreated by a secret passage to the Church, but it is not know whether
there is really any foundation for this.

It is eloar from Mr. Williams's notos that in 1860, vhen a grave
was dug, a passage was found leading from tho direction of the Court
House to the Chareh, though it was not explored; and that within the
aite of the old mansion thers was & deep well with a drive or passage
half-way down in the direction of the church, which also has pot been
nxplored,

In 1302 an agreement botween James de Oksaton and the Prior shows
that an arrangement had been made for James to have a way of accesa to
the chureh, and Japes poioted oot that he had already cut down much
timber for the purpose. V¥as this way made underground?

Although the house was mostly destroyed, one part of it remained
until about 1885 or the following year, surrounded by farm bufldings,
and no doubt used as such.

Britton and Brayley's "leauties of Levonshire" (1803) deascriles a
large arched chamber sald to have becn the dipingroom and doorways and
chimoeyploeces oroamented with coarving, aod the window=frames of granite
or mooratona. This book also says that at o small distence was o large
deer park now cooverted into a copnslderable farm, but still retaloing
the pame of Modbury Fark.

Cawvse's "Modbury” (l8G0) says that tvo fields acroas the road Ly
the churchyard were atill ealled Priors Park.

Arthur Champernowne and Mra, Champernowne wisited the place from
Dartington when it was proposed to take this part down; and, wishing to
have more particulars and to obtain some relica, 1t was agreed that it
should stand over until thay should come again in a short timej but,
perhaps through some misundaratanding, the building was pulled down before
they oame. .



The present writer c¢can well remember their disappointment. The
carved oak benms had been taken down. He, however, bought them, and
a granite chimney-plece, intending to use them at Dartington but this
wvas only a short time before his death, and nothing was dons, The
chimney=plece remained im the "0ld Kitchen™ at Dartington, and the oak
io the tover rooms until the sale in 1921,

A saall draving remains, however, made in 1704§ also a water—colour
sketch by Miss de Ludbrock Bartlett, who lived moar by and gave it to
Mrs. Champernowne. We were also told that & large stome forming the
edge of the pavement outside ths Fxeter Inn at the bottos of the ateep
streot, vas a chimsney-plece from the houss, turbed on its face.

lienry, taken prisomer at the first assault oo Wodbury, sust have
been freed on an exchange of prisoncrs, and the pext wention of him that
has been found is in the sccounts of the battle of Lostvithiel in Augusi,
1044, whon he was badly wounded,

From a "biary of the Marches of the Royal Army™, kept by Richard
Symonds (from the original MS in the British Museum and published by the
Camdon Soclety) we fimd:

"Friday, 23rd August. On 5ir Richard Grenville's side, Colonel
Champernowns of Devon, Colonel to the Prince Maurice leading up
his foot near Trinity Castle, wns shott in the neeck., lile men took
off bis averd ond cloake and left his body, whioh the enemy toocke.,
Since by a drosmer wo hear that his wounde is not mortall,"

And [roa a Parliasentary souce, Vicars' "England's ¥Worthiea®

"Then the King's wvhole army, Maurices and Gronvils were drawva into
the field én battalia, in nusber about 20,000 men neare Lostithiell
(Lostwithiel), where his Excellency™ (Earl of Lssex, Parlismentary
General) "daily skirmished with them, killed many, teck prisoncrs
Colonell Champernoone, who was sore wounded, and divers more many
lying 6 or eight in o heap, and upon desire his Excellency granted
them leave (at & parly) to bury their dead,.”

It vas not long after that Lenry died, perhaps as a result of his
vound, and his burial took place at Modbury, December Zlst, 1044. There
is, hovever, another worsion of his death, which may or may mot be trues
an item in the "Perfeet Liurnal® of January 28th, statiog:

"From the West we have also the news that Skellus Grenville had,
upen o discontent, pistolled Colonel Champerncone and his brother®;

this being olao found in Webb's "Civil War in Herefordshire”, as follows:
"The difficulty of eoforcing suberdination oponed a door to severities,

even asong those vho had a comaon cause, and quarrels led to assase-
ination. Sir Richard Grenville ia reported to have pistolled Colonal
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Champernon in the presonce of his brother; and to have run that
brother through the body, who sought to avenge lhis death.®

Sir Richard Grenville, who was made Genoral of all the King's Forces
in the ¥Weal after his brother®s death at the battle of Lansdown in 1643,
was 80 obooxious to the Parlismentary Party that he was perpetually the
subjeot of abuse to their journalists, who seldom spoke of him except
as "akellum Greoville®, and this may be an echo of that hatred, as it
seens sirange-othorvise that there should be no other mentlon of it, and
no tradition handed down.

In any ease, lleary had no brother, the only other Champernowne
traceable in the Civil ¥ar having been hie son, Fhilip, who lived for
many years afterwards.

Iaphoe du Maurier has brought this into her nowel, "The King's
General®, in which the members of the family are rather pilloried, the
brother is called Edvard, and the quarrel with Sir Richard is largely
due to a love affair!

It ia probable that [Henry Champsrpovne marrisd a second time, hias
wife having died im 1653, as we hawe the baptism of an Alexander, Sapt-
eaber 22nd, 1837, a son of Henry and "Winifred". ¥e have no other trace
of this ¥Winifred, but Alexander sarried Joan Mill on Noveaber 26th, 165H,
at 5t. Minwver, Cornwall, Of course, Henry might have had a son Henry,
but thers is no record of hia baptism and no foneral of a [lenry exeapt
of the Hoyalist Colonal in 1044,

Hia othar children warsi

Arthur baptised at Broad Windsor, 1613y

Aan baptised at Medbury 1014, died ummarried 1680
Fhilip baptised at Modbury 16174

John baptised at Medbury 1019.

Arthur sust have died before 1037, as in the will of Elizabeth, Lady
Champornownn, widow of Sir Hichard; she sentions lisory "wy oephew"™ and
Philip his aon and helr. She alsc sentions Amy Champernowne, probably
identical with Ann, since John Crukern in his will, oalls his daughter
Aoty "Asn", She s no doubt the Mre, Aoy Champernowne, buried 1080; the
*rs.® boing by courtesy.

The son Fhilip entered as Gentleman Commoper at Ixeter College,
Oxford, 18th August, 1634, matriculated in November, aged 16, and con-
tioued there antil 1637; after which he vas at the Middle Teample. Ile
wvas a Colooel in the Civil War, of vhich we find sone details in the
Royalist Composition Papera;, thuag

"liis delioquency was that he was io arme against the Parliasent,

apd was at Trure at the render thereof; as appears froa a pase [rom
General Fairfax, wvhich is given in fulls "Col.Champernoone with
kis servants 4 bhorses and pecessarles?;, dated 184h Mareh at Truroe®, -
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{(Another note says that at the capitulatiocn of Truro, 100 of Colomel
Champarnowoe's troops deserted to Falrfax.)

He took the Covenant and negative oath beforo the Comalttee of Devon,
16th April, 1847, and was to pay a fine of £39. In the pamticulars given
as to his wmeans, ho said he was seized in fee of a remt cut of the Dorough
of Modbury, eertain lands in Proad Windsor, Dorset, out of which there
is on anmuity of £10 to his brother John, The rent in Modbury is liable
to & judgment of L8000 against his father Henory in 1620,

uention is nlso made of an annuity of £32, payable out of the Maner
of Berry Pomeroy to his cousin Edward (of Dartington, who married Eliza-
beth Swift). Perhapsthis accounts for Daphne du Maurier's "Edward®.

In Japuary 1048 he petitionsd "and allegeth that he lay lamed of a
shot in hia thigh and supposes his estate to be under value, and
therefore forebods to execute his ceamposition, and prales that
may ba taken inte ¢onsideration™;

and in the record that bhe had taken the nagative cath, it is certified that
"the said Mr, Champerncon receiwved a wound in his thigh before
Flyaouth whereby he is maymed and cannot as we conceive travayle
to London without danger to his health®,

fe warried, on the 4th Kovember, 1040, Margaret llele at Modbury, and died
in 1070, and was buried at Wodbury, July 30th, Iis widov survived hinm
five years, her funeral taking place also at Modbury on October Sth, 1G675.
Their children woere:

Fhilip baptised December 8th, 1847

linrvick baptised August 22nd, 10503

llenry baptised February 24th, 1651; buried 26th April, 1652;

Margaret baptised May 9th, 10653j

Walter baptised June 1Tth, 16545 buried at Modbury 2Tth July, 1719;
ancther, apparently llonor) Ooctober 3rd, 1653

and Mary baptised August 12th, 1001, buried, May 5th, 1663,

Fhilip the eldeat aon; matriculated November 20th, 1667, and was at

Exeter College from 30th March, 1688, to 6th June, 1680, in which year

he married his firet wife, Elizabeth Swote who died in 1676y and later

he married Sarah Calmady, daughter of Edward Calmady and widow of John Gubbs,

Iy the first wife there wore two sons, Arthur, baptised at Modbury
January 12th, 1871, and Henry, March 17th, 1673. By ths second vifas
there was one daughter named Margaret, baptised 1633, who died in 1T15.

In 1080 correspondence betweon the Bishop of Exeter and Archbishop
Sancroft shows that the financial affairs of this, the sonior line of
the family were by nowv in a very parlous condition,

hilip's estate was "not above L200 per annum and clogged with debt
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and some small childrenj he was about to leave the country, and going to
sea with a brother of his whe is a merchant”.

This proebably refers o Warwick, for mo further details concernlog
him have come to light.

Io 1695 (after Philip's death) in the Chancery Proceodings n case
shows that the sst<to was heavily encumbered with debts It 18 a claim
Ly Richard Hilleradom and others, iocluding a relative of PFhilip's firat
wife, concernlng the trust estate which was in the hands of Walter Avent,

an intimate acqualotance living near, who was trustee and guardiao of
Fhilip*s tvo children and adminlstrator of his estate,

Fhilip died in 1084. A large stone, formerly on the [loor of the
Chorch, with coat of armes with many quarterliog, aod orest, oow placed
againat the south traosept wall recordsi

Miere listh the body of Phillip
Chaspernoun Esg. oblit 26 July 1084
and Margaret Champernoun his doughter

in the year of her age 30
of Our Lord 1Tlo"

In 1608 his widow Sarah earnestly requested the site of the Court llouse,
which had been sold to lleory Logassick by her son, Arthur, from himj but
it appears that in 1705, instoad of roturning it to Legassick, she sold
what resainsd of the old plage for the materials.

She died 1717, funeral July 20th, and her will says that her funsral
is to cont £50 = 60, and that her residemece is to go to her sob-in-law
(i.e. step-son) Henry Champernowne.

0f thia Heory we o¢nly know that he is spoken of as "of Plymouth®
and that he died, childless, in 1731, and thua was the last of the long
line of Champernovoes of Medbury.

Philip's eldest son, Arthur, sarried in 1693, Ann, daughter of
Richard Hillersdon of Membland; and after her death; Mary the daughor
of John Wisej the marricge settlement being dated 1098, After his death,
the widov married Joseph Sawle. (Ino the family deeds Joha Sawle of
Penrice, Cornwall).

lavidson's "levon Churchea® mentions a stone on Lhe [loor of the
Charch of Stoke Gabriel, insceribed:

“llere lieth the body eof Richard Full
the son of Lowie Full;, whe departed thia Life
the 12th day of July Ano Dom 1074,
Also here lyeth Arthur Champerncwn Esq.
vho dled 7 Now. 1700%
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This inseripticon cannot now be traced, there belng many floor

stones with losoriptions so worn as to be more or less undecipherable,
There is, however, a wall memorial om the south side of the Sanctuary,
wideh readss

"la momory of
Arthar Champernown
of Modbury, Esq., who
Dled ye Tth day of Koveamr,
17002 4n ye twenty

sioth year of his age®
The entry in the Reglster roads: ™1T00 Nov. 10th. Arthur Champernon Fsq."

The connsotion of Arthur with the name Pull can be traced in
Frioee's "Worthies™, where it states that his second wife, Mary ¥Wise,
vas 8ole helir to her mother, the daughtor and opne of the heirs of
Lewis Full of Stoke Gabriel, gonot.

Prioge, who was writing o 1009, says of the famlly, "which now
fleurishes at Membland in this County"; so Arthur sust have been living
at or oear tho home of his first wife,

le left no children, and a0 wo come to the end of the story of the
Champernownoes of Modbury in the County of CUevon,
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MODBURY

Some notes on the Priory and Church.

This Friory was a "goll"™ to the Bensdictine Abbey of S5t. Plerre
sur Pive, ino the diocese of Seez in Normandy, not far from Falaise,
called the "Monastery of the HBlessed Mary de Spineto of 3t. Plerre sur
Iive", No charter of foundation has been traced on either ailds of the
Channel; but the records go back to the 12th century. It was not large,
indeed there seem never to have been more than two monks beaidas the
Frior, and in 1328 a complaint was made by a "poble man Lord Richard
de Campo Aroulphi Knt® and "repeatedly impressed by our eara™ wrote
the Dishop to the Abbot io Normandy, that Lthough the Prior and two
monks from Normandy, approved by the Bishop, were to be admittad from
Normandy, one monk, contrary to the intention of the Founder had been
Dewly added, and hospitality eould not be kept up, and the Priory had
not sufficient means = se Brother Kicholas de Curcy was conducted back
to Normandy.

The momination of the Prior normally belonged to the Abbot in
Normandy, but during the wars with France, Modbury, being an alien
priory vas taken into the King's hands, who also preseated during the
minerily of Chaspernownes, who were the true patrons.

The Priory, which vas dedicated to St. Gregory, was certainly
founded by the Valletorts, and the patrennge later came to the Champer-
novoes. It was later annexsd to Eton College, and among the desds at
the College there are about forty connected with Modbury, [rom which
moat of theas notes are taken.

Early 12th Century, probably aboat 1140,

A grant by Roger de Valletort to the Priory of Modbury of a
tithe of the wheaten bread of his inn (hespleio) and of his
demesned In the counties of Devon and Corawall,

lie also confirms the grant to the Abbot and Convent of St.
Flerre sur Dive of the Church of St, George of Modbury, which
his ancestors had glven to the said Abbey and Conveat, and aaye
that the Priory hod been founded by his father and his uncle.

He also makes a grant for the benefit of tho soul of his father
Beglonald and of Lis ovn and his wife's to the monks of Modbury and

the Abbey of St. Plerre sur Live of the Church of Chirchton near
hia castle of Trematon,

There are many othor grants during the following years (one of a riwvulet).

1270 = J. An Agreement cade between William de Corey, FPrior of Modhury
and Alexander de Okeston and Joan his wife.
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(Joan's first busband has been Ralph de Valletort who died before
1267, By ber second husband Alexander, she had a daughter Joan,

vho married Richard Champernon before 1284. There was also a son

Sir James de Okeston, who died without fssuo about 1323, hawing

ia 1315 settled Modbury and other lands giwven him by Roger de
Valletort; brother and surviving heir of Reph, on Richard Chaspernon's
son Richard, by command of Edward II. This shows the connection

with the Champornovnes,)

1302. Sept. 10. An Agreement between James de Okeston and the Prior of
Modbury.,

There seem to have beon some questions that had to be settled. An
arrangoment had been made for Okeston to have a way of access to
the Church, and James points out that he had already cut down much
tlaber Tor the purposs.

(Was this perhaps made underground, for which there is some evidence?)

There is an early mention of the Viear in 1250, whon there is a grant by
Ivo, Viear of Modbury to the Church of 5t. George of a burgage in that
vill. The Church, usually called the Parish Church, had been given over
to the Abbot in Normandy, but not the appointment of the Viear, and inm
1331 wo have =

Declaration of John Bishop of Exeter pronouncing the Abbots of
St. Plerre sur Dive the rightful possessors of the parish church
of Modbury, sxving always the Dishep's right of appolating the Viear.

1289. July 23. An Arbitration held by the Archdeacon and Sub=lean of
Exeter. An Ordinance was made contcerning the times of opening the door
of the Chapel of 5t. George at Modbury, and the keoys theref. Mention
is made of the Church of the Blessed St, Mary in which the parishionera
asually attend Uivioe Serviece.

"daoy of the parisliloners being present”™ the door wvas to be
cpened on solemn and feast days, the samall tithes to be brought by
the parishicners. [ut on other days on account of the honesty of
the monkish order, and to avold suspicion, to be always closed,
except vhen the patron was present, before which we wish the door
to be opened in reverence of the patron, when for the sake of
devotlion he wishes to enter. Provided always no approach to the
Chapel, so that the parishionera should be more diligent in the
Church,

(This seems clearly to show that the Chapel of St. George and the Church
of 5t, Mary were part of the same building, and that the words Church
and Chapel were interchangeable, as we have in other places the Church
of 5t. George.

It wvas also agread that one third of ths offeringa made in the Chapel
of 5t, leonard should go to the Viear.
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The Urdinance conlinuod...

An exit wai to be oade before all Saints in the said chapel between
the door of the same and the steps of the dormitory. All doors to
have tvo locks, one key with the Viecar, aod ens with the Prior,

(Is this the origin of the underground passage vhich has been traced
betwoen the church and the priory, of which a deseription is glven later?)

1330G. An order prohibiting the burfal of sny bodies in the north part
of the churchyard of Modbury, (Perbaps because of the underground passage?

1377. Letters of Thomas, Bishop of Exeter, in a dispute between John
Michell, Prior, and William Laltom, Yiear of the Church of ModlLury
as to vhose duty it was to strev the sald church with atraw, in
which he avards the third part of the duty to the Yicar. and two
t-hifd. o tl-h"‘ I'I"iﬁl'-

Daring the lUundred Years' War the teomporalities of the alien priorics
vere ofton seized into the King's hands, and so in 1345 the nevw Prior was
aominated by Thomas de Campo Arnulphi, and duly presented to the Lord
Sowvereign, by the selfsame Thomas, the true patronm of the I'riery. Simi-
lar references ocour in 1349, 1351, and in 13062, when he is called "that
noble aud poverful person Thomas de Campo Araulphi, Lord of Medbury™.

We fiod also im L1377 the King as Patron "recione guerre” nominatinog the
new Prior to Thowas, the true patron. The King also appointed the Viear
in 13756 "roaclons guerre”.

By Latters Patent of Kowv. 13, 1309 the Prior was restored to John
Roger, Frior, vho was t0o render yearly to the King during the war with
France the apport due in time of poace to the chief house in the parts
beyond the ssas that the preceeding Prior had been rendering to the
Crown for the Fara of the Friory.

llowever, by Letters Patent of July lat 1409 the revenuss were
granted inter alia to the King's consort Joan, and the grant was renewed
by Henry V in 1414, Dut (ueen Joan fell inte disfavour, was suspected
of witoh craft, and her lands forfeited, Modbury became the subject
of warious grants, but was restored to Jueen Joan on May Bth, 1431, who
contioued to enjoy a yearly revenus of 231, lis. and 44, till her death
ia 1436. On October 22. 1431 she had demised the custody of the priory
to William Denselyn the Prior, Laurence de Fourmyer, monk,and Thomas
Hill., After her death it was leased for seven years to John Fortesca,
llenry Lrew, John Offord and Richard Brouste on Feb. 12th 1438. (called
the farmera),

The last Frior of Modbury, VWilliam Denselyn vas Instituted in 143(,
shortly before which an enquiry was hold as Lo the right of patronapge
and of nomination, the Heotors and Curates—in-charge of the leanery of
Plympton attending and taking the ocath. It was found that the patron-
age for thia time belonged to the Abbot in Kormandy by reasen of an
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agreement formerly made between the Abbot and Convent and tha predecessors
of Hlugh., This ends "Given in the Farish Chureh of Modbury®,

Shortly after Frior UDeonselyn was appointed; the Hishop issusd a

ligenoe for him to perform Livine Service in the Chapel of xt. Margaret
at UHodbury.

1433 and 1434. Notarial protests by villiam Denselyn, the Prior, against
moleatation, and im 1433 there is the appoiniment by the Prior and the
monks, propristors of tha parish ehurch there, of Joha Marschall as their
proctor in legal causes and other business,

The Eton College papors give an originoal letter [rom Sir Philip
Courtenay to his "welbeslovyd Frend the Prior of Modbury", not dated, but
of the 15th Century....

"islbalovyd Sir, y commaunde oo to yov, certylfliog yov that ¥ am
enfformed by the paryshopars off Modbury that the Yyker vatendyth
as to morn to say the hygh sasse, otherwyss than hyt hath sver
heretofore so dom or so sayo, But oply soche as hath ben Pryors
hath ever pryncypall days don the sorvyse to the honure of God
and all 8o to the pleayre off the lord and all so to all the
paryssha: and Sir, Forasmuche as ye well understond this ye pray
yor to contynue as ye wyll loke to hawve my gode wyll and all so off
your pore neyghbores, For ola hyt wyll afftar my eyod unto grete
truble as God deflend apd Jho have yows yo hla kepyng.

"irytyn at Maleborwe (Malborough) Chyche on Sonday in hast by
Sir Philyppe Courtenay.®

It looka as if there wns some disagreement betweon the Frier and
the Vieary thia happened at Lunster in Somerset, though somewhat later,
in 1500, and the church was divided, the Priory having the Chancel, and
the parish the nave, divided by the beautiful screen,

About 1437 the Priory was in a bad atate, and there 18 f.ss4s

Petition by villiom Benselyn, the Prior; to the Kiog, eetting lorth
that the said Priory woas a "celle™ of the Abbey of ZSeyot Pler upon
Uyve in Normaudie to which it used to pay 40/= yearly but that the
succeasive priors were "perpetusly institue and not dativas nor
removabl lus™, Io consequence of the war of the late King agalost
his adversaries the Friory had been seized into the King's hand,

and "leten to ferme™ [or 21/« a ysar "where thourgh the said Desecher
hath not sufficlante of lyvelode to kepe & to susteyne divyoe service,
hospitalite & almyssis yn the snme Friorie acustomyd, but the housia
of the same Priorie for lacke of pewe byldyng biith so olde, rotid

& feble that wyth yone schort tyme bere after, but yf grete cost ben
doon uppon them, as welle the chirche there of, which ias of the
gloriouse Martir Seynt George, as alle other honais of the same
Priorie, biith lyke to falle downe and be destruyyed for ever mora"“.



Innssuch as poace wos made in Lhe 18th year of the Kimg's father,
the Prior begs that Le may receive 22 a year from the "fermora”
until the end of their term, for the "edification and amending of
the chirche, housis and cloais of the some Friorie”.

So in 1438 there was granted to the Prior 10 marks a year for the
reconstruction of the church and the bulldings of the priory, to be paid
by the King's farser, John Fortescue, Henry Drewe, John Offord and
Richard Brouste, to whom the Priory had Leen leased by letters pateat
for seven years, and a grant to the Prior for his life, after the expiry
ef seven years, of Lthe Priory for a yearly rent of 20 marks,

In 1441 lenry VI grooted Modbury Priory te Eton College., The dis-
sclution of the Priery implied in the grant wvas not violent, and the
Prier became lessee for life, Dut the connection with the Albey does not
seem to have beon completely severed, and as late as 1470 a monk was =ant
over, prosumably to console the last years of the aged Prior.

There was & short period at the beginning of the reign of Fdward IV
vhen Eton College loat Modbury, which was granted by Letters Patent in
Kovember 1400 to the Abbey of Tavistock, but the property was restored
to Eton in July of the pext year. The presentation to the liviog is still
in the hands of the College.

In the Deven and Cornwall Notes and Gleanings of 15th March 1839,
one of Prebendary Hingeston<Randolph's articles on the dedication of
Deven churches shove that he considered that the dedication of Modbury
church was mot to 5t., George but to St. Peter, and he thought that the
Modbury folk had at some time adopted the other dedicationj and he also
said that Dr. Oliver had corrected the mistake in his Monaaticon of the
diccess, and that the authority was unimpeachable, as follows = In the .
aserth transept there is a beautiful tomb of Sir Joha Pridesux, of
Orchardon in the parish, and he quotea from a copy of his will, dated
Oth June, 1463, in vhich he directed thathis bedy should be buried in
the Transept (or Ving-"ala™ aisle) of the Blessed Peter of Hodbury -
"Beatl Petri de Uodbury™. Ilingeston-Randolph thinks it could mot be
imagined that ono of the prinmcipal parishiooers could be in ignorance
of the dedication of his parish church.

Dat surely, apart from the fact that it is called the Church of St.
George about 1140, if ooe part of the church could be called the Church
of 5t., Mary, does this not glve the name of the Traosept, oot at all
applying to the vhole church. The dedication would be in accord with Lhe
oame of the abbey in Normandy, in feel in one quotation the dedication
Jelos the name of St. Peter with the Bleassed St, Mary.

Another chapel was that of the lioly Trinity, the Blessed Virgin and
Bt, John the Baptist, situated im the south part of the parish church,
montioned io a deed of 1401, providing for a fit chaplain to perform
divioe service and t¢ pray for the sculs of wmaoy persons, including Rolert
Hill {of Shileton) "sen of Robert Iill, formerly Judge of ocur Lord the '
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King" and Margaret his wife - whoe was a Champernowne.

The question has arisen as to vhether it was the parish chureh, eor
the Priory Church., These extracts shov that though the church belonged
to the Abbey, it was still the parish charch., W%e read of the Church of
of 5t, George, and the Chapel of 5t. Oeorge, the latter being that part
used by the monks, probably the chanc¢el; the Church of the Dleased 5t.
dary, probably the nave, the part uwsed by the parishioners; amd the

chapala of onard, of 3t, Margaret, of ithe Hely Trinmity, the Dlessod
n t aptist, and prbbably ithe Traosept or chapel of

5t Peter; but there seems to be no strict rule about the words Church
or Eﬁi

Hote

br, 0liver and others say that the priory was founded by the
Champernownes, very likely because in the complaint by the Dishep to
the Abbot im 1328, (quoted on pagedi) the Bishop says that the priory
had the distinetion of being founded by the ancesters of Sir Richardj
but the grant by Roger de Valletert about 1140 (page &1) clearly shows
that it was founded by the Valletorts (vho were of course ancestors

through the Okeatons).

irs 0liver quotes Leland as saying "1 take it that Fuan (i.e. Hohant)
or Oxton were founders of it" and goes on "this account is very laperflect.
It is certain from the registers of this See that the honour of the [oun-
dation is to be ascribed to the Champormoun family™.

ndar an at Mod

The following account is copied from a notebook of the late James
Froderick ¥Williams, who collected an imsense amount of material lor a

history of the Champernownes.

“The Priory buildings stood a little to the north of the church, and
a high wall ran between the priory grounds, nov included im the church-
yard, and the church. This wall, it is said, was demolished early im
the loth century.

"In enlarging the ehurchyard im the yoar 1911 tho foundations of the
priory were bund, and ake now within the churchyard. A well built sub-
terranean passage extonded from the Priory to the church, and in digging
a deep grave about the year 180T for the interment of Sarah Vattis,

Samusl Perry, parish elerk at Modbury saysi= at a dopth of four feet
from the surface he came upon a large flagstons four feet wide, covering
a passage six feet doep, and three to four feot wide; at the hottom of
this passage were cobhlestomes, just as im the path from the Viearage.
The sides were of large stone slabs, mt on edge, and without mertar.



"ioauel Perry also stated that in 1897 he dug the grave of Jases
Shepherd, (on which there is nov a marble c¢ross). On reaching a depth,
the whole of the grave and coffin of William Lyndon, burisd in 1801, fell
into his excavation, and exposed the wall of this same passage betwoen
the graves of Willlam Lyndon and Robert Lyndon, and he would say that
the passage come through the grave of Robert Lyndonm, and probably throujh
the grave of the Rev. Nulcombe Oxetham, buried 1808. It ia quita possible
that the passage may have been used by the monks to secrete thoir valu-
ables during troubles with France, when all alien priories were tempor-
arily confiscatoad,®

(tiowever it looks more as if this second passage led from the Court
llouse, and I think there is & suggestion that whem the houss was
fired in the Civil ¥War they rotreated to the chureh by an under-
Erﬂtl.l:ﬂ '“l- Eit:-':l]

Mrs Williems continues - "0f the Champernowne mansion nothing now
remains, with tho exception of a few carved granite pillars and mantle-
pleces now used for various purposea,

"¥illiam Crocker informed me that there is & very large and deep
voll, within the site of the old wansion, (which adjoined the churchyard)
and that halfway down the well is a drive or passage, on the side pext
to the church, which passage has nover been explored.

"Dre. Miles' house and a rovw of villas and cottages, one of which
is named Champornowne Jlouss, are movw built on the spot, There is one
old wall of imconse thickooss included in Ir, Miles' house,"

Attached is a draving of the last portion of the house, traced from
A draving made in 1794. This was taken down not long Lefore 1887, when
Arthur Champernowne brought some of the old ook tlubers, naod o grani te
chimneypiece to Lartington ilall, intending to makeuse of them, but he
died shortly after,

Cs Es+ Chaapernowne.
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Frince giveas the deed of Joho Lrev referred t¢ on page 456 -

"John Urew osq, Sergeant-=at=lar and recorder of London, a
resident of Modbury, bogquesathed (in the 4th Edward IV} certain
mossuages Lo John Rouse, of Edweston, in trust, ia this pariash,
and his heirs, that they provide, ocut of the reanta of the saild
messuages, a fit chaplain, of honest and good fome, to perform
divins service in a eertain chapel of the lloly Trinity, the Blossed
Virgio Mary, aod 5t. Joho the Baptist, situated in the south part
of the parish church of Modbury; and there to pray for the souls
of John Lrew, and Joan his wife, Sir Hichard Champernocun and
Catherine his wife, and diwers others, as fully appears in the
dead of that date™,

FERRNNER NN Y N

Tha exact position of the Priory itself ia a debatable point,
John Leland (1530-43) says "the site of thelr mansion ias yet to be seen
on the north side of the church".

Britton and Brayley's Devonshire (1803) says "the side of the
Priory seems to have been at a place called Scotland adjoeining to the
waatorn part of the churchyard. Some remains of an anclent bui ldiog,
with large arches, filled up, are still existing there, and till lately
wvere inhabited, but are now conwerted into a barn, Two large fieldas,
on the apposite side of the road are atill called Prior's Parka".

Cawse's Modbury (1860) says that in digging graves they frequeatly
came upon old foundations.

ur. Williams has placed a building on the north side as can be
saen in his plan, and says that when the wall shown was taken down in
19ll, foundations wers found as shown in plan. In 1010 when he was
firat there, the men would be more likely to remember and describe theac
pointa than anyona in these days.

Of course, it will be realised that in addition to the Priory
itself, there wust have been farm bulldings used by the monks.

The completely differcnt conatruction of the two passages is notice-
able, or could it have been two parts of the same passage? It hardly
sopms likely.

Perhaps some further investigation may throw light on these questions,

A note in Pritton and Prayley's Devomshire says of Medbury church -
This structure has a conaiderable deviation from the usual east and wast
position; and perhaps may in some degree confirm the received opinion, that
the founders of churches took that polnt for the east, where Lhe sun was
seen to rise on that saint's day to whom the church was dedieated. The
hoad of Modbury church is within three quarters of a point of the north—east.
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iﬂ Priors of Mod

dnle's Monasticon.

willias occurs as Prior of Modbury before the time of lenry II.

Note .

1.

Yincent de Fulehis

Kicholas

Willlam

Joha de Fovea

John Oalterus

Robart de Curceyo
Philip de Furnoariia
Gilbert de Billeyo
John Mychel

John Roger

Richard Leycestro

William Franchillom

Adam Priaohoe or Prideaux

William Beoselyn

The Patent kolls glve...

adm., 2lst July, 1275,
confirmed Zlet September, 1321

{but see attached froa Pateat Holls
No.l)

1334

l4th June, 1345,
oth June, 1349.
1351,

Sth April, l3g2.
died 13705
Suceonded

1308 (by the free resigoation of John
Mychel (Brooking Rowe)). See below I

1400

1415

18th July, 1423,

el, 18th March, 1430 (on the free

resignation of the former prior) ;
The last prior of Modbury. j

May 16 1345. Nomioation of brother John de Fovean, monk of the
Abbey of St. Mary, St. Plerre-sur-Uives, to Thomas de Campo
Aroulphi for him to present the said John to John liishep of
Exeter as priocr of the priory of Modbury, in his diocesa,
whioh is annexed to the Abbye aforesaid, the priery being

now wvold by the resignation of brother Nicholas de Harbe the
last priorj with mandate to Thomas to present him by the
letters patent The right to nominate a monk of the Abbey to
the snid Thomas for him to present him as pricr to the diogesan
pertains to the King Ly reason of the tepporalities of the
priory being in his hands on account of Lhe war with France.



2, July 8, 1398, (Nottingham Castle). KNomination of Richard
Chambernown of John Shrewsbury of Totneys, monk of the
Benodictine order for presentation in the King's right by
reason of war,

ind in February 1308 = ¢ (i.e., 1309). John Roger. Yold
by the free resignation of John Mychel. ~(Urooking Rowe).

So 4t would appear that John Shrewsbury did nmot get it.

ADDITIONAL NOTE (C,E.C.)

0f course, Mr, ¥illiams may have been wrong in the exact position
for the Priory (or one of its buildings), but it is elear that ons wall
of it was found vhen the wall was talken down in 1911 and the luarther
part added to the churchyard.

It may be also noted that Cawse's Wodbury (1800) says that foundations
were often found vhen digging grawesj this can hardly apply to the
ancient churchyard, which by then must hawve been full, making the addition
necessary which was added in 1840. (I wonder whether the passage came
to the surface and the monks entered the church by the lovely little
door close to the Pridesux tomb?) If the passage waas entirely to the
Court liouse that would be the way that the Patrom would enter.

COPY OF LETTER FROM MR, NOEL BLACKISTON OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE.
B.10.52,

It seems definite from the Dishop of Exeter's letter to the
Abbott of St, Plerre sur Dive, of 13th Jamuary, 1328 (printed inm
Exeter Episcopal Registers, Grandissen, Yol, II & 104B) that two
monks together with the Prior seem to have been the maxieum at Modbury.
Many of the so=called alien priories did mot suppori conventual life
at all, In sany cases there wae simply one agent of the French Abbey,
who vas called Prior, but was io fact mot the head of a subordinate
religious house, but rather the Steward or bailiff or land agent for
the Inglish possessions of the Fremch house. See David Knovles
*The Hellgious iouses of Medieval England™ (1040) p.127, where Modbury
is not ineluded in the list of conventual priories. I do not think
it at all likely that monks would have been recruited locally,
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WADO .

Owners and Ogcupiera.

1042=10006.

Saxon prioce of great stature, Owned much property in South
Levon in the time of Edward the Confessor (1042-1068). Amongst
his lands was SILVESTENE now Shilston,

Ref: Devonshire Uomesday.

A Saxon Prince and General (of gigantic stature being upwardas of
seven feet in height and of enormous strength) in the time of
Alfred the Oreat (8T1=-001).

Lavis = Topography of Devonshire.

COUNT OF MORTAIN. 1080.

JOIN

JOHN

Norman Count granted lands in South Levon by William the Conqueror.

Richard Earl of MORTAIN holds the earl of SILVESTENE. Wado held
this in the time of King Edward the Confessor, and it paid for
half a hide (measure of land encugh. to sapport a family, about
120 acres).

There is land for threes plougha, In demesne is one plough and
tvo serfs, and four villeins, and throe bordars, with one plough
and half ansmre of meadow,

Formerly it was worth twenty shillings, Now it ie worth tenshillinge.
Hefy Devonshire Domesday.

King Edward the Confessor 1042-1008.

de SIILVESTON. 1230,

Nerman Koight from vhoa sShilston acquired the present naoe.

The lands and dwelling of JOHN de SAILVESTON, whose daughter,
Eleanor, married Sir Richard PBrancheim, and secondly to John de
Ashley,

The said Hichard bad issue, Joan, who married Sir Richard luish,
vhose son, Sir Richard, in Edward I reign (1272-1307), did content
the said John Ashley for the said landas.

kef: FPrince.s Wworthies of Devon. p.50.
de ASHLEY (Ashleigh, Ashlegh) 1272-130T.

Norman Knight. Inherkted the property by warriage to daughter of
John de Shilwveston; Eleanor. Ashley was hor second husband,

Ref; Prinea. Worthios of Uewon.



Sir John Hill settled his habitation at Shilaton, whether by

marriage or purchase from John de Gometon. (Whose it was in
llenry IV's time, 1300-1413).

Hafs Pole.
Sir JONN HILL. L4ld=1814.,

Sir John Hill of shilaton, an asinent lawyer, who prosecuted his
studies, and was 80 assiducus io his profession that he econ
suoccesded to the highest degree of the Long Robe, wiz., KEing's
Sergeant at Law, [eary IV, 1400. Io 1409 he was constituted one
of the Justices of Common Pleas,

In 1414 be received the honour of Knightheod from llenry ¥, and waa
gontinued in the same bigh office of Coesmon Pleas to the sand of
that reign.

King leory ¥I (1422=1461) also contioued him in the same office.

That one man should be thus advanced, and continued in so high
places and honourable situations (which are generally slippery
places)] by thres successive Kings ls sufficlent to establish his
fame for ability and integrity, outdone by none.

Tha following may be truly applied to this reverended porascos=

A better man or one more just,
There never was in any trust.

He setiled his babitation at SHILSTON (anclently Shilveston) which
had owners 80 called in the days of King Henry III, 1216-1272, in
the parish of Modbury, in the South llams of this county.

Whether he had it by match or purchase froam John de Goneton (whose
it was in the time of llenry IV, 1300-1413) is not koown,

This geotleman got a great estateo, oo doubt, in the way of justice
and honesty, which he left to poaterity, that flourished there for
about nioe generations after him, and is wvery good comfirmation
thereof. For wo may truly say of fill=gotten goodsr=

ll-lll-rlilll-illl-lill-l-lIll-l--l.'!-l- ﬂl‘f l'ﬂ.l:'-l,
Te aoe them come to the third heir.

His eldeat son, Robert Hill, ofSiilston, esqj was an eminent pearaon
also, both for estate and command. UHe was high-sheriff of the
county of Devon, in the seventh year of King Henry ¥I (1422-1401)
1427y and an hundred and twenty pound lands in the subsidy-book,

in the fourteenth of the same king.

lle married Margaret, daughter of Sir Richard Champernon, of Yodbury,
knight, and had issue Hichard; vwho had issuws Johny who had issue
Richard, who by Jane his wife, daughter to Andrew Strechley, of
Strechley, osq, had issue Robert; who by his wife Elizabeth, daughter
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of John Denham, of Wortham, in the parish of Lifton, in this county,
eaqj had issus Olivery who by Agnes, sister and co=helr of Roger
Budokashed, of Pudokahed, near Plymouth in this county, esq; had
issue HRobert and others.

Robert Hill of Shilston Esqj warried Ursula, daughter of Thomaa
Southeot, of Indeho, im this county, Esq) and had issus Edward and
others.

The said Robert, and Edward his son, wasted their estate, and sold
Shilston uato Christopher Savery, Eaqj in which name it atill
flourisheth.

What particular yoar of our Lord it was in whieh this reversnd
judge expired, I do mot findj nor yet the place wharej although
wost probable it is, that he died at his house at Shilaton, and
1ieth interred in the parish church of Modbury, which hath aince
yhlded o dormitory to his family, as they there, we hopo, fell
asleep in the Lord.

Although there is no stone laid, or plle ralsed, to the memory of
this wvenerable judge that I ecan hoar ofy yet in the parish church
aforesaid is one found, in coumemoration of the sixth in docent
from himself, Oliver Hill Esqj it is a flat large stone, having
this inseription round the edgesi= [ere lieth Master Oliver Hill,
Esquire, who died the 26th day of December, in the year of Chriast
1573,

In the middle thereof is found this large eplitaph, being an acros—
tick on the name of the defuncty which, for the serious strain
thereof, as well as the rarencss of the poetry for thoss times, 1
shall here offer my readers perusal.

wandering wayght, wvhose ways lies novw to pass by this same tonb,

et stay your steps, survay this verse, and think on time to come,
nelos'd in chest his carcaise lies, that earst enclosed a mind,

nto's appointed race that fledy whose like were hard to find,

mong the masaye multitude of mortal men that be,

egarding righteouaness 80 much, and loathing vice as he. |

aving a will in all respecta to make his word his deed,

n friondahip's faects, no man more frank to ald his friend io peed.
earn you to leave your lavless luste, and fancies fond to fly;
earn by his godly life to live, and quiet death to die.,

FEmE Emad-Eo

f ancestors he did decend that famoua were for akillj
or judgement justy for wit, for wealth, thelr glory grov'th yet atill,
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uch hap hath Hill such to succeed, and princes pralse possess;

is pains in court, and toyle in wars, deserve indeecd no lesas.

t's hard for men to leave their lust, possesaing worldly pelfy

o! yet did Hill rencunce them quite, and quite forsake himself.
ong looking for a better life, by faith in Christ to takej

ach reader too I wish the like, by death, exchange to mako.

ith riches fade, and form, and strength, and honour ske, and lust,
wero best, by life; a place provide, e're thou return to dusty
mortal man] that canst not 'scape death's dreadful darting stioges,
or cortain knowat (uncertain life!) when certain end it briags.

Eo-WmMmPE-zk

hofy Prioce. vVorthies of Devon, p.400=T.

Extract from Devonshira by Westcote, p.503
Hill of Shilston in Modbury.

Arma.
Argent, s chevron between three wator bougets sable, a mullet
differsnce.

Richard lill Esq, married Jang, daughter of Andrew Strechley, of
flolbaton Esq, and had issue Robert, Johs, Margery, and Elizabeth
married to Walter Northeot.

Robert sarried Elizabeth, daughter of John Dinham, of ¥ortham, Esq,
and had issus Oliver, Francis, llumphrey, Phillp, Robert, Richard,
Flizabeth (married to Thomas Prideaux, of Orcheston, Esq.), Katherioe
(married to Cole of Colehanger) and Florence.

oliver married Agnes, daughter of Rogor Budockside, Easq, and had
issus Robert, Arihur, Elizabeth, and Florence.

Hobert married a daugher to Thomas Southeot of Shillingford, Eeq.
nnd had lasus,

Fxtract from Burke's Mistory.

In 1578, Moyses Iill, Eaq, a younger son of the llouse of
Shilston, went to Ireland under Lord Grey, of Wilton (a woluntaer
to assist in quelling the rebellion in Munster, under the Desmonds),
vhere ho greatly distinguished himself, was knighted, and at the
suppression of the rebels was rewarded with an extensive grant of
land, and no doubt he formed one of the band of volunteers in 1570
but we have no record to that effeet., His decendant, wWilliaa 11411
Esq, 1662, was created Viscount Dungannon for his signal gallantry
io wounding Oliver Cromwell at the battle of Maraton Moor, and his
decendant, Arthur l1411, inherits the estates in Ireland and
Berkahirej; as Viscount Downshire and Baron lill in Ireland, and
Viscount Fairford and Baron Harwich in the pearage of England,



CHRISTOPUER SAVERY (1614 bought Shilston) died 1622,

Robert Hill and his son Edward, having wasted their estate
sold Shilston unto Christopher Savery Esqj in which name it still
flourisheth,

lef: FPrince. Vorthies of Dewvon,

The estates (Shilston) were purchased by the elder branch of
the Saverys, who were merchants of Totnes, possessed of considerable
wvenlth, and of great antiquity; in vhose family it still remains.

The Saverys were originally from Brittany, and lived at Willing
(their country seat), in the parish,of Rattery. Divers decents
enjoyed falr possession, and are allied to worshipful houses.

Christopher Savery was mads a Knight Banoer in (ueen Elizabeth'a
reign (1558=1803). He warried a decendant (sole heiress of the
lands) of Williem Servinogton, Eaq, who was Sheriff of Ievou in
1367, daring the reign of Edward III (1327-137T7).

In 1614, his son, Christopher Savery, purchased Shilaton of
Robert lilles, Esq, and Edward his son.

Charles Savery was Sheriff of Devon in 1621, and his son,
Charles Savery, was ¢colonel of a regiment of foot, in the Parlia-
mentary Army in the time of Charles I (102£56-16490), and paid his
quota, L50 a month, tovards the saintenance of the forces, as appears
by recelpits nov in existence,

In the sighteenth century, Christopher Savery, Esq, built a
new ¢commodiouns House on the estate. (Present house.)

Tradition states that the old house at Shilaton was asplendid
spacimen of ths baromial style, and that its noble hall, and minstrel
gallery, and extensive offices, vwers qguite in keeping with the
requiressnta of the powerful and warlike familles that formerly
were its possossors, (01d house built at 1600,.)

Refs Risdon, Mistory.

John Savery romoved to Dutcombe Court near Bristol early in
the lUth century. Copeland.
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Extract from THE SO0UTH HAMS by Margaret wWilly.

Invention of the Steam Engine 1700.

THOMAS SAVERY. b.1050 d4,1715.

Newcomen and Savery formed a plonesering partoership io 1700,
and invented the Atomspheriec Steam Engine, which Watt perfected
nearly a hundred years later.

Newcomen adapting the piston in a cylinder to the sngioe
Savery had already invented and patanted, and the two of them,
working together, discoverad hov to chill and condense the atean
by an injection of cold water.

Savery, a Modbury man vho came [rom an old Devon family-—an
Elizabethan ancestor had lived at Totnes Castle, and Saverys
reprosonted Totnes in Parliasent for nearly forty years-—was a
military engincer who had spent most of his spare time experiment-
ing on different inventions, ineluding a paddle-boat worked by a
crank, in whioh howewer the Admiralty was not interested, and
soveral steam pumping engines used in the drainage of Cornish mines,

Yarious tales are told of the trivial but lucky chance by which
Savery discovered thoe fact of the expansion and condensation of
steam, and of atmospheric pressure, which was the first stop towards
his construction of the steam engloe.

lis work had however come to a standstill, when he was
approachad by Newcomen, a Dartmouth irommonger who had for some
time been exporimenting in secret, and had now roached conclusions
which earried him a stage beyond Savery's present position. The
latter (Savery) had already obtained a patent for his steam engine.

Novw the two sen went int partnershipj and by 1720, Newcoman
was erecting powerful and effi¢ient steam engines at VWolverhampton,
Newcastle and Loods, as well as the Cornish mines, There was hardly
a tin or copper mioe in that county which was without onej; and one
of them built in 1701, was being used right up to 1918 (127 years!)

A single Nevcomen engine could replace s plant worked by
tvonty men and fifiy horses.

Watt carried the work through to its floal stage by introduecing
the separate condenser of the ateam which Newcomen had condonsed
in the eylinder itself.

Approprintely, Newcomen's mewmorial la his pative Dartmcuth is
beside the river where, from the 1820's onwards, the atoam packetas
which were the development of his inwention began to plry.
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Extract from LEVON by Arthur Mee, p.2T790,

Father of llorse Powor.

THOMAS SAVERY. b.l850 4.1716.

Thomas Savery was born at Shilstoen about 1850, was a natural
inventor, a econtriver of machines for polishing plate glasa, and
of a syastem of propelling shipe against wind and current by means
of external paddle wheels, and mechanism worked by hand ineids
the eraft. llo was bltterly eggrieved at the official prejudice
which preventad his subatitute for salls from being put to use.

liis fame rests, however, on his stenm engine. The tin mines
of Corpwall were all in danger of flooding as soon as the deep
and valuable lodes were tapped: and to punp them dry was coatly
in money and exhaustive and wasteful in labour.

Savery vas the first to apply steam to this task. After years
of experiment he made an engine utilising the already kanown princ-
iple of forocing a column of water to a height by the direct pressure
of stoam brought to bear on ites surface.

His engino consisted of a boiler and two chambers, Each
chamber was charged in turn with steam. On tho applieation of cold
wvater to the outer wall of the chamber the steam instantly con-
densed and formed a partial vacuum, and into this vacnum atmos<
pherle pressure foreced water. On steam being readmitted into the
top of the cylinder the water was foreed through a pipe which rose
perpendicularly into the air. 0Oy these means pumping was first
done by stean.

Mis engines were not powerful enough to pump water from a
deep mione at o single lift; he required three arranged 30 fest
above each other to ralse water a distance of 240 feet but, am the
saxioum efforts of manual labour could lift water only 18 feeot at
a stage, the improvement was impreasive.

buch work was done by this beginning of the age of steam, but
the little engines were over worked by the pressure required, and
bursts and other accidents were frequent in the Cornlah mines.
There was, however, the loauguration of a revolution, and vhen
Newcomon arrived with his improvements Savery joinoed hands cord-
fially with him,

Iliis calculations for his tasks were all worked out in what he
first ealled lMorse=Fower, and his ters, like his fame, abides, He
died in London in 1715 after seolng his engioe succesafully installed
for the control of water supply at Hampton Court,



Extract from Mr, COPELANL'S NOTES on Shilaton,
February Tth, 1958.

SINILSTON BARTON at PRESENT TIME.

The pressnt house was bullt on a site a little way to the North
of the late lO0th early 17Tth century predecessor, in the late 1l8th early
19th century. The earlier house stood om lower ground. It would appear
that the existing house was never finished, as only the 5 and E fronts
of a reoctangular bloeck were completed.

The open olasaie porch, on the 8 side, is to a later doorway which
appears in part to have replaced a window., On plan the bullding is
mainly L shaped, and the wvooden framed windows are characteristic of the
rebuilding poriod.

Of the earlier house, externally, there nov remains only part of
the basement, on the rough lane which is & continuation of the drive.
This basement consists of three rooms, approached by a flight of stone
ateps down into the W most of those roome: All three have segmental
arches on the lansj the dividing walls are plerced N and 5 by low
sepgmantal headed doorways) and at the rear of the ¥ room ls a water—
supply, which still functions, though uncontrolled. This supply ias
through a stons epout, with a dripping ledge, the latter cut through by
tha action of the water.

At ths rear of thoe middle room is a stons trough, with an anti-
splash device incorporated in ths trough itself, and undsr a chamfered
spgmental arech. At ths w of the middle room, s a correspondiog but
eruder,; sepesntal-hoaded reccasj and E at the rear, are stepa leading
to a long underground passage, with a pointed stone wault.

In this paasage is a rectangular wall recesa, and Korth, in a semi-
eircular recess, is a well, It ia generally held that this passage,
eto., vas a cooling device for foodstuffs, butter, ete,

The rear buildings of the present house look older than the latter
but are probably mot eo, Included in the ocutbulldings, to the Enast, ias
an embattled wall, with twvo plain round headed archways therein, over
one of which is a datestone loscribed C.5. 1810 for Savery vhe probably
added these pseudo—sedieval bulldiogs.

Likevise the square eambattled garden house, at the end of a kind of
terrace, oo the N aide of a walled garden, ¥ of the house,

A fireplace lintal of early 17th century type, used as a gatepost
at the house end of the drive, is clearly a relic of the earlier house.

A ouaber of mounds and depressions SE of the house, appear to be
the remains of flah ponds, which are known to have existed.
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Remnins of a former pound house (for the manufacture of ecider)
are raprossnted by the very fine example of a pound stona., This
pound stone of monolithic granite, is considered to be among the
largest and beat of its kind in the country. Homs of tho cider mill
remains,

¥ithin ths houss, the panellad room is the fineat reliec of the
old manor, a lofty room whoss walls are lioed with elaborately carved
voodwork of somovwhat Italian Rennalssance character. This haa Leen
ascribed to the mid 1Tth century, but ino parts it looks esarlier. Aill
this work is, of course, not in situ, and was adapted for the pressat
apartesent.

Its odstandiog features arej the boldly moulded entablatures
{top of a column); the well ¢arved friesze, interrupted by richly
carved pilasters, their bases carved with scrollverk and tree=like
devices; the panelling, with arworfial bearinga, over the doorway;
the rich square panels in the window embrnsures, with grotesque [igures,
ete,, in high relief; and the architrave, cornlce and lower walinscote
moulds, The fireplace is surrounded by an iosertion of later panelling.

Off this room is a curlous little square westibule, with fanlights;
and the stalrcase is contemporary, as are other details with the recon-
atruction.

For a full account of Thomas Savery and his steam=engine, see Vol,
445, of the Traosactions of the levonshire Asmciation, pages J45-3G7.

LIST OF OWKERS AND APPROXIMATE DATES FROM TIE

SAVERYS TO TIE PRESENT TIME, 1959.

1820 Collingaplatt,
1870 Sasble.

1919 Coleman.

1920 Fairweather,

1948 Marsh and Bankier.
19561 Ma jor.



Devon County Coungil
County Flanning lopartsent

MODBURY

A STUDY - 1954

INTRODUCTION

The study which follovs is an attespt to measure the atate of a
community, and, as with all such assessments vhere no procise standards
oan be eatablished, no absclute conclusion can be reached. Particular
aspecis of a soclety can be analysed and a qualitative assesement made.
Ita population can be groviog or declining, and one can apaak of
increasing epportunity for employmeat or of a decrease of sccial act-
ivity. In all these reapects one can be definlte, bLut it is oot poss—
ible to be equally definite about the community as a whole. In any
comaunity a number of complex forces are alwnys loteracting and from
them over a pariod of tioe one can perceive changes in such aspecta as
size and function, but it does not seem possible to discover the part-
icular combipation of chaoges from which one can conclude that the
community as ao entity is declining.

It ia therefore probable that when it was sald that "Modbury is
declining”, (the statement which provoked this study) it was a particular
aspect of the social organisation which was in mind, To be more author-
ftative about the comsunity as a whole, however, requires an objeclive
appreciation of a number of factors.

The walue of such a report as this, which assexsbles a nuabor of
relevant facts, is that it provides at least a basis for an ocbjective
asspasment, as loag as it is appreciated that opiniona may wary about
the standards adopted as a measure or indication of declinoe.

The whole sccial order, and the material and econcmic background
linve probably changed more in the past fifty years than in the pre-—
ceeding three hundred, In some respects this is a chonge which wa do
not appear to have assimilated, but with the virtual disappearance of
the abject poverty which afflicted the lives of 20 many in the nioe-
teenth and early tventieth centuries, (and as the rescarchea shov
Modbury was oo excoption) we have made an great social advance.

As well as this such factors as the motor-car, the cinema, the
wireless and nov television, have completely alteread our msental horizons.
This in itself is important, for whereas until the [irst Great War
Medbury was the very contre of the world to the people who liwed in it,
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it has become, as has every place, the plage whore ono lives and works,
the place known best to ite inhabitants but part of a much wider herlson,

For a thousand years from its inception, probably in Saxon times,
Modbury was the local centre of a self-contained rural world, the com—
munal hub draviog to itself the erafts and traders necessary to serve
that world, Then for a brief apell of about tve centuries, manufacturing
industry, primitive by modern standards, grev to a considerable importance
and then disappeared, BPut the town has retained its old-established
sarvice role, perhaps nov leas vital than in the past, for the physical
horizons have changed, but of sufficlent force to maintain a community
there, a comsunity intimate in size, rich in its  history, and set in
a place of great matural charmj the possessor of mo many advantagea over
sioilar sized sections of urban ¢communities, If a featurs of its com=
munity life, for example the Iostitution, should disappeor, it is oot
ne¢essarily indicative of decline, but might merely moan that with modern
developments, and in this case with 8o wmany opportunities for asseabling
koovwledge nov available, it has become unnecessary in itself,

To the ocutside cbserver there appears to be every opportunity for
the full enjoywent of modern life in Modbury. The Parish Council
betokens anctive communal interests and a pride in traditions, a number
of soclal groups flourish and if sowe die others will take their place.
All modern publle eervices are available and schemes for improvement of
apenities are in hand. The teondency for the development of a dormitory
role and an extension of retired settlement is probably a trend whieh
will continue and may be of some considerable benefit. Minor improve-
oents o the town are obwiously required, some housing is poor, and the
road system is promising to become a veritable nightmare. These and
other problemes will be solved.



MODBURY

This survey was undertaken as a study ol the development and
present position of Modbury, a small country town, which secemed to be
an example of a declining rural settlement.

The declios of & comsunity is not easily seasured. All asocial
organisations change over a period of time and it would Le ermneous
to draw abaolute conclusions Ifrom changes in numbor, for a community
is far more than a mere collection of people, and the structurs of the
population, the industry, trade, employment and social activity, are
all of jsportance, Furthermore, it must always be horn in mind that
what appeara to be a decline in the short term may hawve a different
aspact over a longer period. Changes in numbar do howsver drav attent-
fon to possible variations in the atate of the community and marit
c¢loss examination,

The figuroes for the numbor of people enumeratad in Modbury parish
at the warious Natlonal Consuses provide a reliable basia on which to
asses overall change. The Census was first held in 1801 and at tan-
yoarly intervals thereafter, exeept for a twenty-year interval batwoen
1031 and 1051. It should be notad that the figures relate to the eivil
parish and not to the towa,

At present, with a parish population of some one thousand and
eighty five it appears that betwesn eight hundred and #ight hundred and
thirty live in the general town area. It is probably justifiable te
assuse that over the last [ifty years the proportion of town to parish
population has shown little change.

Uver the period of one bundred and fifty yearas for whiech we have
census data, it ¢nn Le seen that Modbury had reached its peak population
by 1821, when the total nuaber of peraons enumerated was two thousand,
one hundred and ninety=four, and has declioed sinee then by about one—
half to a population of one thousand and eighty=five in 1951, Graph A
shovs that the population decline was erratie although a elear dowoward
trend ¢an be observed, After 1BEl the rate of decline was chacked and
enly in the two tep~year periods in which Britain was engaged In masjor
wars (1661=1001 and 10ll=1921) did the nuwaber fall by fifty or more.

A siight increase was ahown between 1921 and 193l followed Ly a drop of
only twenty=five in the twenty succeeding years.

The greater part of the population decline in this period srems to
have taken place in the nineteenth and early twentieth century, and had
it not been for the Boer War, the l9ld=1918 War and the last War 1930—
1946, the population might have declined more slowly after 1801 and might
even have started to increase. A oumber of men were recrulted from
Modbury and the surrounding hamlets to fight in the Boer War but oo
figures have been found to indiente how many were loat. The War Memorial
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records the loss of twenty-sight men in the 1914=1918 Var, and although
proportionately thia is mear thoe average for the whole country, it is
relatively high for a rural area.

The large drop in the population between 1801 and 1901 may hawve
been influenced by two epidemiecs, both of vhich caused the achool to
eloss, first in 1890 for two weeks for fover, and later, in 1U0D when
it closad for three weeks in December for Diptharia. Thess are reflectad
in the numbar of burials for thoss two years, but the [igures for bapt-
isms, burials and marriages, which were obtained for the yeara 1876
1953, are sabject to conaiderable fluctuations in the short term and by
their very patures cannot by regarded as a relliable guide to the bLirths,
deaths, or marriagea for individual years. They do, hovever, glve a
useful indication of the long tera trend of each of these factors, and
they show that while Lhe genaral level of marriages has been fairly
ateady and the burinls show only a slorv decline the number of baptisms
bas fallen at a fastor rate, most notlesably in the pericd before 1L20.
More precise ioiormation is pot readlly avallable as the Tigurea of
actual births and deaths wounld only be issusd for Heglstration Districts
and Sub=Districts, and the Registration Sub-Didtrict of Modbury (which
existed until 1937 when it was amalgamated with four other Sub-Districts
to form Kingsbridge Sub-Listriet) consisted of four other parishes
besides Modbury itself. The material would not in any case warrant the
detailed and lepgthy study that would be required to obtaln such infore—
ation, which might Le usefu}, but is not essentianl. The falling birth-
rate has of course been & national feature and Modbury is tharofore no
exception fio this rospect,

& oore reliable gulde to the population side of Yodbury's develop—
moat ¢an be found io the pusber of families io the parish and the nuaber
of houses occupled, both listed in the Census (see Appendix A, Table 2},
and also in the average size of family, which can be derived from the
Census information, Unfortunately this material is not available for
the wvhole period, Figures for the nunber of families are only awallable
for 1811 and 187l=1931 in¢lusive, and these for the nuaber of inbhabited
houses are available for 1811 and 1841=1951 exeluding 1011, and of
course 1041. Over the later period (i.,e. 1871 onwvards) these twe sotas
of flgures shov the same downward trend reaching its loweat point in
19001 before turning inte a fairly slov but steady increase. At every
point the oumber of familios oxceeds the nusber of inhabited houses,
bat the difference is much greater for the earlier figures, declining
from elighty-five in 1911 to thirty-five in 188l and from there to nioe
and then five (in 1901) bLefore increansing slightly again. An inotereast-
ing coincidence is that the 1031 figures for both families and inhabited
houses are exactly the same as those for 1801, while the total populat-
ion shows a drop of nearly three hundred. Since 1901 the ouaber of
families and houses occupled show a ¢lear upward trend whereas the total
population did not begin to atabilize at its present level until 1021,
Therefore, -wvhile the total population was still falling, the nuoaber of
families was actually increasing, with a consequent drop lo average
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family size from 4.0 in 1891 to 3.8 in 1931, (The last year for which
figures are available,) Hovever there seems to be a general pattern
in all these fligures which would give 1821 as the peak with a fairly
rapid decline after 1831 which Im 1001 is turned either, in the case of
the total population graph, late an ever slover decline with a tend-
sncy to stabilise or become a alevw inerease, ¢r, in the number of
families and houses, to turn immediately into a gentle upward curve.

It is reaosonable to assume that had it not been for losses in the last
three wars the total population curve might similarly hawe started to
rise,

Unfortunately statistics for the age diatrilbution of the inhabitanta
of the parish in the psst are not available and it is doubtful if any
research could produce [igures which would offer a reliable basis for
comparisen, It has however beem possible to obtain from various sources
a reliable estimate of the age=distribution in Modbury town at present,
and this is shown in the follewing table, which also gives ligures for
the Rural District, Couniy, and country for comparison,

# Proportion of Total Population

Age=groups Modbury Kiongebridge I.l:l-ﬂﬂ- England
(Town irea) |(Rural Uistriet)| (County) | and Wales
0 = 14 20.2 20.2 I-'El-'ﬂ 21:9
15 = 5064 00,2 61,4 6l.2 044
G0 = 05 and over| 10.0 18.4 19,0 13.7

[

. It is particularly interesting to pote that almost ope in five of
Modbury's popaulation are retired persons. This is a far higher proportion
than the national average of about one in seven, and is alightly higher
than the average for the county. It is even more significant that the
proportion of retired to total population in Modbury is greater than in
Kingsbridge Rural Distriet. Sinee both Devon and the South llams are
noted for the number of people who choose to retire there it is quite
clear that Modbury wust have considerable attractions as a relirement
distriet, both for its own inhabitants and for people from other parts
of the country.

Although Modbury has a lower propoertien of pepulation withia the
wvorking-age groups than the other arcas for which [igures are glven, it
has a prepertion of children equal to that in the rural district and
higher than that in the County, but still appreeiably below the national

average.

letails of the average aize of family in Modbury can only be deduced
fer the years for vhieh inforaation on the total number of families 1a
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aveilable (i.c. 1811 and 18T1-1931 imclusive), Im 1811 the figure is

4,70 and is only slightly lower im 1871, after which the general trend
is one of declinoe, acceleratiog at the tura of the century but sloving
down again soon after, vith an aboormal (and as yet unexplained) drop

in 1881 rieiog again to a normal level on the curve in the succeeding

canaus years

All the populatien figures shov symptons of a decline, which started
betwveen 1821 and 1831 and has become relatively unimportant sinoce 1911,
Comments in the Census indicate that the decline in Modbury's population
in the mid-ninetesnth century was dus to emigration, or migration in
search of employment or better wages (particularly to Plymouth). Ilow-
ever, there was an incrense in population in 1871 and the Census
attributes this to "its convenlence as a place of resldence, and the
general proaperity of the nelghbourhood”. Unfortunately ne further
informative footnotes appear, but there is other evidence to show that
migration for work and emigratiom were part ¢f Modbury's decline until
the 1014=1918 Var. This was collected duripg the course of a week's
stay in Modbury itself (in December 1033) and wuch of it derives from
interviawvs with local inhabitants, and is supported by extracta frva a
collection of press cuttings relating to Modbury and the district. It
was not posaible to get any precise dates or figures but several of
the people ipterviewed remembered that there had been a considerable
amount of emigration in the last quartar of the ninsteenth century and
beginning of the twventisth century, and ecited friends ,nd relations who
had gone with their families to Canada and Australia in particular. In
some cases nothing more had been heard of them, not even whether they
had in fact arrived, but in othera news of their succeas and woll=being
came back to Modbury. The most colourful of these emerges from a
press=cutting dated 1903 (presumably from a Nev Zealand novapaper) des—
eribing the 'fabulous sugcess' of tho Pinhey brothers who had eaigrated
nine years previously and started up a Livery and Bait Stables which
are described as being "ome of the largest and best equipped stables
in Australasia' and not excelled in any of the big clties in Australia.
Other emigrants came back on holidays to visit friends, and one wrote
to the local paper from New York. DPut as far as can be remembered there
were 0o years in which there was an extraordinarily large oumber of
emigrants. They left at a fairly steady rate which was checked by the
1014=1018 war, after which there seem to have been only a few men
deciding to emigrate instead of the whole families that had gonoe in the
pre-var period,

In the course of conversation the older people mentioned the
numbor of empty houses that they resembered seesing when they were
yoanger, and one of them sald that though-he had several times gons
avay to work, he had always been able to get a cotinge to live in when
he come back to Modbury. They counld all list houses which had once
been uooccupled, but after being empty for a lev years had become dere-
lict and uninhabitable. The Coensus confirms these statoments as it
givea flgures for the number of uninhabited houses in the parish for
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the years 1841=1891 iooclusive, and these rise from twenty-four in

1841 to pearly fifty in 1861 before falling again to eleven in 18901.
Even more startling is the fact that over this period the total number
of housea listed in the parish dropped by oearly one=quarter. Although
in Modbury today there are several ruins and derelict buildings to bear
vitoess to these clhanges they caonot possibly account for such a large
pumber of houses. One of the older inhabitants however wvolunteered the
information that she rewmembered several of the cottages being converted
and made intoe larger ones, particularly the old rows of narrow cottagea,
tvo or three of which would be grouped to form bigger ones. She waa
able to clte warious houses which had once besn ssveral cottages, and
some of theme alterations are quite apparent to the casual obsarver.

Coapled with this topie were recollections of local iodustries
vhich were no longer in operation, One person could remember when a
larger number of men were employed in the town itself. He said that
there used to be four wheelwrights, sach eamploying about aix men,

{there wore two im 1902 and 15006 but only ome since 1910) and a tannery
which ceased production at least twenty years ago. All the awailable
inforsation on these saall loeal industries or erafts showed thea to be
deelining with the introduction of factory produced goods and as the

old families died out, [Im this respect Modbury's declioe s due pri-
marily to external factors affecting the whols country, nasmsly the
s#xtenaion of modera industrial methods and the growth of nev centres of
industry. [owover it is ioteresiing to note that some of the fires wore
able to adapt thsaselves to the changing times, like the family of coagh-
buildérs who turned their horse=bus into a motor=bus, ones of thes loarn—
ing to drive it vhen he was turned fifty. The family still own a garage
in the town.

Other aymploms of decline may be seen in shops and business enter-
prises, and information about the nomber and type of enterprisea in
Modbury town was obtained from irade directorles coveriog the past fifty
years, and from logal sources, The total nuaber of business and
professional enterprises only fell from seventy-ome in 1902 to aixiy
in 1853, and the bulk of the decline took place before and during the
first world war. The oumber fell to fifty-five in 1010 but rose again
slovly, with the exception of a sharp drop from sixty=two in 1930 teo
fifty-three in 1935. The ousber of sbhops concerned solely with the
retail trade has remained fairly static ataround twenty, though it fell
slightly around the 1914=1018 war, The sorvice trades and producer=
retailors fell by a quarter between 1902 and 1919 but thereafter remaioed
stable with only a slight fall ia 1935, The professional group, wvhich
varios from one sixth to one tenth of the total nusber of enterprises
is the main cuase of the large drop in the total figures in 1045, as tle
three solicitors (two of whom were in partnership) had ceased practic-
ing during the previous five yearas, and only one doctor was in practice
although there had been three In 1030 and were four inm 1930. The [igures
given (and quoted fio full in Appendix B) are, it must be remembered,
only those of pecple listed in the directories, and are therefore liable
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to error and a tendency to understatement (since they may not record
nll the smaller businesses, and it is koown that some facilities which
existed in 1030 were oot ia fact recorded in the trade directory for
that year, as for example the builder and the music teacher.)

Cortain types of enterprise cease to appear in the directory
doring this period, and this may be asscciated with the devlopment of
road tranapoert, which made distant markets more accessible to the
inhabitants of the Modbury districts and, by the use of regular delivery
wvans, brought Modbury into the orbit of the larger market and shopping
centres for a much wider varlety of products., For example the coal
porchant was recorded as tradiog from a Modbury addroess in 1800 and was
not listed imn 1010 or any subsequent year. A road contractor and a
seod manure and corn merchant were similarly recorded, and by 1919 the
printer and stationer had stopped selling books, fanoy goods, and guns
and asmunition, while the tellor was no longer also described as a hatter.
By this year the tea dealer and the mlllwright had also ceased to operate,
and the i{rommonger is not spseifically listed any more, although im this
e¢nso, like certain others, the sarvice may have been continuad in con-
juction with another ssction of the retail trade. Over the period a
number of shops can be seen &0 have changed their acope slowly, some
apecialising more in ¢ertain brasches and othars sxtending the range of
articles handled.

Although some of the services (profossional and trading) whieh
within the past fifty years bhave been not only awvailable but directly
provided ia Modbury (for example tho coal morchant, the bas company,
the selieltor, the agricultural implement maker and the monumental mason)
are now obtalned from externmal sources and ip some ¢ases have taken a
valuable source of employment away froam the town, this represents a trend
wvhich has been general in ssall market towna which have not by thelr
situation attracted any natural expanaion (industrial or commarcial).

The loas of local employment which has resaltad, has led, with improved
transport facilities, to inereased daily trawvel to work rather than to
the migration vhich marked the nineteenth ceptury, although «ithin living
memory many of the young people have always had to look outaide Modbury
for employment, One of the older inhablitants who was Interviewsd, (aged
over oighty-five) eaid that when he was young most of his friends went
inte the Royval Navy, and he was only prevented from going with them by
his famlly responaibilities (a widoved mother and younger brothera and
sisters) but, although he worked locally at first, he wont away to find
better work after a time mending money home to his wifej but he returned
to Yodbary agein when work became soarce. lle sald that moat of the
people who went away to work come back to Modbury in the end and that
there were a lot of oaval pensioners living in Uodhury at the present
time, A nuwmbor of other. people encountered in Medbury had bLeen away for
ouch of their lives and had come back to Modbury in later life, The
church records confira this teadency, as both in the reglester of baptisas
asnd the register of burials o number of entries give a home address out—
side Uodbury parish and even outside the County.
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Wodbury thercofore has almost a traditien of migration, which can
be traced back at least to ite connections with the Levoen Woellem Serge
Industry, which reached ita highest level of prooperity ot the end of
the seventeenth and bogloning of the eighteenth century.

The bulk of the County's woollen trade was in meorges, and Modbury
was quite ¢learly an important town in the serge industry. Its name
can be found in almost any liet of the main towns in the ilndustry and
in 1700 it was on & lipe of trade running out through Dartcouth to
jein the genaral flow of finished goods to Spain and Portugal.

In the .course of the elghteenth century the markets lor ¥Weat
Country serges altersd, and the trade started to declinoe in the first
part of the century, recovering in the second half, Dy the end of the
century, Exeter's side of the trade was declining badly. Apart from a
certain amount of importing apnd distributiea of the raw material, Exeter
had comcentrated on the finishing processes, but London became a serious
competitor in this sphere, and Exeter's woollen industry collapsed.

The County was saved from similar industrial distress for a time by the
foct that the bulk of ite trade was with the East India Company, which
vas placing expanding orders for serges for their China trade (via
London) desplte the fact that they were being sold ot o loss in Chipa
and unsold stocks were piling up. A public enquiry was later held iate
the company's affairs in the eighteen thirties, when, amongat other
things, it was said that this state of affairs had continued because of
Lthe nead to protect the people of Devon from severe ungaployment, Thia
poliey had indeed avertad the crisis [or some years, but it could net
do so for sver., ¥Whon the trade with the East India Coupany stopped
there was found to ba little or Ao market for the sorges olesvhere,
though there had been several Furopean sources in the eighteenth century;
and out=of=date methods preventad the serges compoeting with the new
voratads from the North, which wore lighter and finer and more to the
publie tasts than the heavy old-[ashionsd sarges.

This sust have caused n severe shock to the woollen towns, few
of whieh ecould hope to adapt themselves to the modern methods of industry
required for the sconomie productien of the new types of eloth. The
voollen industry in the South West had rested on the domestic ayatem
of prodaction, and in the sarly ninstesnth contury at leaat, had
employed a considerable amount of female labour. In Modbury ituelf
the Census returns show a persiatent excess of femalea over malea of
betweon forty and sixty persons, but in each of the Consus years 180l-
1831 inclusive this sxcess was greater than one hundred, the highest
being one hundrod and eighty im 1821, Sinee the total population was
alao rising in thess years, this relative inereass in female population
suggests that during that period there may bave been a considorable
fomigration of female labour.

In a short local nistory of Modbury (published in 1800} George
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Andrews Cavse writes that trade inm Moedbury had once been

"esssspuch more extensive than at present, vhich consisted

in the manufacture of hats, baskets, leather, plush, serges,
ote, = the latter to the first quarter of the clneteenth
century employed from three hundred to four huandred persons,
chiefly woemen, io weaving, besides those eaployed in preparing
chalns, yarns, tuckiog, dyisg, packing, combing, etc., and
produced fifteen thousand pleces of serge yearly for a great
ouaber of years for the East India Company."™

In a paper written for the Seciety of Weawers, Fullers and Shearmen
of Exoter it is stated that in 1789 the East India Company purchased
one hundred and twenty-onc thousand piecea of serge which were made
in six Devon towns of which Modbury was one, but in 1839, whem it ias
recorded that there were thirty-noine woollen mills and more than
three thousand looms distrilbuted through the County, Modbury is not
included in the list of nine towns, giving their respective numbers
of looms which add up to well over thres thousand,

If further indication were needed of the importance of the serge
iodustry ino Modbury and the offects of its collapse on trade and the
#conomy, one could cito, inter alla, the case of Richard Perring, a
banker, serge manufacturer and dealer who was declared bankrupt in
1820, owing Joseph Flashman, a woolcomber, also a resident of Modbury,
£100 in mwoney lent and advanced, HHe had been trading for about ten
years and the loss waa said to have been ipcurred in the normal course
of trading and appears to have sccumulated over a falrly long period.
Letails were found of the sale of property owned by Perring in Modbury
and two of the parishes adjoinimg it (Ermington and Aveton Giffard)
and be appaars to have been quite prosperous at some timo, ovning several
dwelling houses and cottages of warious sizes, two stables, tvo separate
gardens, a malthouse, n field near the town with a willow plot, the
land-tax on a tenement in MWodbury and some sharea in the "Charlaborough
Pilohard Fishery" at Riogmore.

Time doos not allow of a detailed historieal study of Modbury
befors the ninstoenth contory but it 1s quite elear that Modbury was
fmportant as a market tovn from very early times and that, although
now it turns towards Plymouth, its ties were onece with Exeter. It was
-pontioned in the Domesday DBook and its Church has wery early assoclationps.
The annual fair (of ancient eharter) ia held on 5t, George's Day, and
used to lasat for nine days. According to the replies to & question-
naire sent out in about 1763=1756 (and available in MSS. in the Bodlelan
Llhru.r_r} the fair wvas sainly responsible for the sale of ealtle and a
market was hold every Thursday. In more recent times the weekly market
is reported aa being mainly for butter and eogge, and caitle and atock
were sold at the monthly market. The fair no lenger lasts for nine days
and is now onoly a saall amusement fair, although an anoual '"fair Market!
is still held, at which there are reported t¢ have beon three hundred
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to four bundred head of cattle in the last two or three years. It is
reportod in the schoolalstresses' logbook of attendance for 1892 that
ia that year theschool was closed for only ome day's holiday inatead
of the usual week for the falr, and it seems probable that this was
the yearin which the daration of the fair was shortened. The veekly
butter market has oot been held as such for about thirty yeara and

the monthly cattle market has also lost its importance in the ned ghe
bourhood since the war. It had been held in the main street from time
imsemorial but at loast sinoge the advent of motor traffic the site had
not been populer or convenifent. As early as 1922, when it is also
recorded that there was a record supply of cattle at the market ons
veek and that other animala also sold well, the '*Kingsbridge Observer®
carried a leading artiele on Modbury's Market Place, condemning it as
both lncomavenient for householders and those attending the market, and
undesirable on grounds of public health. The Village Green was suggested
a8 a suitable site and other possibilities were referred to. Nothing
seems to have come of this however, and in 1934 the matter was once
agaio being discussed. At a meeting of South Devon Farmers it was
decided to remove the market from the main street, and a report as to
a suitable site in Modbury was to be prepared amd sirculated for con-
sideration in a month's time. Unfortunately the collection of nows-
paper cuttings do not carry any mention of thias report, vhich ouat have
induced o negative decision, since the market remained in the main
atreet uatil 1940. There was some suggestion in 1934 that the trades—
poople might not wolcome such a change lest it should prove haraful to
their trade. Illowover in 1940 wartime exigencies caused the removal

of the market to o nearby field, and it has never returned Lo the main
streets It has certainly decreased in importance sinee pre—war dayas,
and this may also have been influsnced by the Market Committoe's
decislon in 1940 mot to install a weighbridge on grounds of expense.
With the introduction of wartime standards and regulations most of the
cattle were spnt to Newton Abbot to market, and it is thought that not
only the farmers but their wives alse preferred the new arrangement,
offering as it did a wider selection of shops than would be found im
Modbury as woll as an epportunity of mesting more poople.

The development of the transport system has also playad its part
i Modbury's changing statua, linking it more closely to Plymouth and
eoabling it to fulfil a ‘dormitory' fumetion for those inhabitaots who
othervise vould have had to movo away eompletaly in search of work,
It is impossible to assess what would have been the effect if Modbury
had been connsoted to the rallway system in the mid-nineteenth ceatury.
It may woll have then maintaioed in some degree the industrial activity
vhich at that time was dying out. It is difficult for us now, with
[lexible and rapld road transport awailable to appreciate the impact
vhich the iatroduction of rail transport ande oo both economic and
socianl life, and the advantages which a rail liok gave Lo any industrial
enterprise, vhen the altornative methods of transport were by boat or
pack-horse or a combination of the two.
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The South llams were virtually untouched by the railway vwhich
ran from Totnes to Plymouth through South Drent and Ivybridge, with
a branch line down to Kingesbridge. The area was important only as
o farming district and o potential holiday area which could oot be
exploited until it vas made more accessible. There was wuch tolk of
a South Hams Railway but by 1010 it wae still oo more than a droam,
although o meeting of the Devon Farcers' Union passed a rescolution
to ask for support from the publig authorities and the local M.l
for the proposal to coonect Dartacuth with Plywouth by rail (to quote
a report in the poaa),

*via Strete, Torcross, Kingsbridge and Modbury.....
The district would be developed aund Slapton Sands would
baecome an up=to=date sesaside rosort = the Brighton of South Dovon.™

Ons of the M.P.s at least lent diplomatic support to the proposal,
pointing out the obvicus difficulties of high overhead and capital costa
wihich were unlikely to be covered Ly the amount of traffic, but hoping
that they could be overcome because of the need for such a service.
Howaver tho scheme was oever put into practice, aod Modbury has had to
content itsalf with a motor-bus sorvice to Plymouth which seema to have
been very satisfactory since its inauguration in 1804. Defore that the
journey had to be made by ecarrier, or by horse-bua to Ivybridge and
from thore by train,

The Great Vestern Railway were first in the field, running a motor-
bus service between Modbury and Drixton Road, wia Flete, Dunstone and
Yealppton. The journsy was scheduled to take fifty to sixty minutes,
and the engine was a 20 h.p. Mills Daimler. Competition soon came [rom
a lecal company, the South lams Motor Carriers Ltd., also running between
Modbury and Plymouth, but this company existed for littls mors than a
year before it was declded to wind it up, and to accept an offer from
the Great Yestern Rallway for the motor buses and locose plant, IbL was
suggested that mismanagement had been the reason for this collapas,
and suggoestions were soon made for another motor bus service, For
Modbury itself the important thing was that it was nov more closely
linked to Plysouth, and a newspaper (or parish magazine) article which
appeared in 1904 atresses this fact and is worth quoting for its gen-
eral sumsary of the positioni

"The Lewlopment of the Town, - With the adwent of increased
trnrtilln; facilities and better means of communication with
the larger centres of population many of the inhabitants of
Modbury are looking forward te a fresh era of prosperitly for
the town, HRecently there has been evidence of the increased
pepularity of Modbury as & residential resort, and it ia
gratifying to note that whereas one or two years agoe there
vere more than twenty houses wvacant, today there is hardly one
unoccupied, The town will shorily be in possession of two
excellenl services of Motor Duses, which will be running to
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and from the town and Flymouth and Erixton Rond eight times
o day, and in addition to this there is also the old cata-
blished coach from Ivybridge which makes two journeys daily.®

Modbury is well served by publiec transport today. It is on two
bas routes, one (service 92) rusning between Plymouth and the coastal
ares of Ringmore, Kingeton, and Bigbury-on-Sea, and the other (03)
covering the Plymouth, Modbury, Kingsbridge and Dartmouth route.

The jourpey between Modbury and Plymouth takes approximately three-
quarters of an house, and on week days there are cbout twenity buses
o day in each direction, running at intervals which rarely exceed one
and a half hours. They are most frequent running into Plymouth in
the morning and out in the early evening; and the first bua leaves
Modbury as early as 3,38 a.m,; while the last one leaves Plymouth at
10.30 p.m. These figures are taken from Lhe winter timotablos end
while more buses are no doubt rua in the susmmer they are said to be
erovded with people going out from Flymouth to Bigbury and the coasat.

An investigation early in 1854 showed that about two hundrad and
eighty-five of the total population of Modbury tosn were engaged in
goinful employment and of those about seventy=five worked outaide
Modbury itself. About fifty of these were adalt and noarly half of
them work in Plymouth, shout one=fifth in Kingsbridge and ome elghth
in Newton Ferrers, while one or two go as far afield as Torquay and
Newton Abbot. A certain amount of seasonal employment is awailable
in Bigbary in the sumser, malnly for women.

0f the young people under tweniy-one who go out Lo work, twenty-
one wers recorded as working im MHodbury town or its surroundings, and
twenty=three leave Modbury each day, ten of them gelng to Plymouth
and eleven to Kingabridge. Just under one=half of the people who
travel into Plymouth each day take advantage of the limitod jouroey
ticketa on the oarly morning busea, the othera presumably travel on
later buses or by private tranaport.

It ia impossible to assess, without a direct enquiry, for which
time was not available, just how many of the people vho work away [rom
Medbury nre reaident there because they are unable Lo [ind accommodatl—
ion near their work; but the propertions de mot eppear to be outl of
the ordinary for a szall town near to o large ciiy, and the attracticns
of Modbury as a place to live may well ocutweigh, [or moat of those who
travel some distance to work, the inconvenience of a long dally journey.

The fact that about two bundred and ten people can find eaployment
im the town of Modbury itself or on the nearby farms, and that almost
all those nre employed in emall eaterprisea, whose individual fortunes
may vary but which collectively should continue to offer much the same
saployment opportunities, emphasises that elemont of stability vhich
is indicatod by the i{nformation already guoted on the population and
busineas nspecta of Modbury today. Obvicusly an inerease in employment
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in Modbury #self would be to the general advantage of the town, but
equally obviocusly Modbury eannot offer opportunities lor eaployment in
every type of work, amd there will always be people who have to leave
the town, either daily or for longer periods.

Modbury may no leager be of any slgnificance as a warket town,
but its loportance as & trading centre has If anything ipcreassad since
the laat wor, This is not primarily dus to any major developments
within the town itself, but to the increasing popularity of the coastal
area wvhich it serves. JAccerding to the bank manager, business has
definitely locreased in the last four or five years, but the expansion
has come mostly from outaide the parish, particularly the seaside area.
The pumber of commercial travellers visiting Modbury has also increased,
with a corresponding rise in the amount of money banked in Medbury,
though no doubt this wou)ld have been collected over a larger area.

Modbury contains a variety of shops, eapable of serving every need,
elther directly from steek or on order, The main shops have a conaid-
erable service area, and an investigation into the area covered by the
nermal trading of warious types of business showed a surprising seasure
of asgreement and gave a ¢lear indication of Modbury's aphere of
influence. It is largely determined by physical factors, the sea to
the South, and the rivers Erme and Avon to the West and East. Thias
is illustrated on the map shoving the trading area of five individual
enterprises, a baker, & back, a chemiat, a grocery and general store,
and a store selling hardvare, funiture, gardening tools and a variety
of dimllar products. The lines representing the baker and grocer show
an approximate cutside limit to their delivery rounds, the chemist gave
the outer limit of the area for which preseriptions are made up, and
the bank manager described the area from which customers come in regu-
larly, that ia to say at least once a week.

it seems roasonable to suppose that as a mioor shopping centre
with wery adequate facilities Modbury will contious to atiraet trade
[rom the melighbouring parishes and to serve the summer visitors, who
pass through or stay in the pearby scaside villages. It ia a pleasant
and attractive tountry town, served with electricity, water, drainage,
and street lighting, suitable as a residential area both for people
vho have retired and for those who wish to live in the country but must
of necessity seek thelr work in the town and are prepared for a certain
amount of daily travel. Its social facilities may seem limlted to the
nowcomer or the outalde wisltor, but the events which are organised are
wvell attended and lively. The school is at present a comprehensive one,
serving a fairly wide area and keeping the children at homein their
town unless they atiend the Grammar School in Kingsbridge; although
the projected education plans envisage the conversion of Modbury Sehool
inte an infant and junior school (with ultimatsly a nursery ssction
taking children from thres to five) and the older chilren will go to a
new Secondary Modern Sehool which is to be built at Ivybridge. At
presant levels the school would then cater for about one hundred children
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in Medbury and its surrounding homleta. It ia hoped that a playin:
field ean bo acquired for the school fairly scon, and the bullding hos
already started on the new Village Mall,

To summarise the position, Modbury certainly declined in populat—
fon and industry during the second half of the nine teenth ceotury,
but in the last fifty yeara the situntion has changed. Sinece 101
the population has been virtually static showing an overall decline of
only one hundred and fifty-seven, while in the last thirty years it
has only fallen by eighteen. Onm the other hand the ousber of fomiliea
has inereased by about fifty sinee the turn of the century, which can
only be explaioed by an increase in retired sottlemont in the parish
and possibly by a further extension of ita dormitory role.

‘s problems today are those which face any sanll country
town within the orbit of o larger business centre, but with ita own
functions to fulfll as a minor service centre. They are no longer
the problems of decline but of self improvement in a community which
is numerically and economically fairly static.
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